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"OST Men will acknowledge, 
That the: primitive Churches, 
to whom. Paul wrote bis oats 
exceeded. in many Reſpes, the Profeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity in our preſent Age; 
and good Grounds they have ſo to be- 
lieve : For that the ſaid Apoſile, in his 
Epiſtles, told the Corinthians, That their 
Bodies were the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt : He told the Epheſians, That 
they were Fellow Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of God : He 
told the Philippians, That their Conver- 
ſation was in Heaven: He told the Coloſ- 
ſians, That they were delivered from 
the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated 
into the Kingdom of the dear Son of 


| God : He told the Hebrews, That they 


were come to the City of the livin 
God, the heavenly Jeruſalem. And 
| A 2 


Peter, 
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os 
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Peter, in his general Epiſtle to the 
Churches, told them, That they were a 
choſen Generation, a royal Prieſthood, 


a holy Nation, a peculiar People. 


ut is this our; State? Can we ſay, © 
from a ſenſible Feeling, that the holy Spirit | 
of God dwells in us? That our Bodies 


are the Temples, in which we may be- 


bold bis Preſence, feel bis Power, fear, 
worſhip and ſerve bim? Can we ſay, that 
our Converſations are in Heaven? That © 


we are tranſlated into the Kingdom of the 


dear Son af God, and live under the Scep- ' 


ter of his Government ? That we are 
come to the heavenly Jeruſalem, where 


the great God is worſhipped in Spirit and | 


in Truth ? Or are we not Strangers to 


all theſe Things, and yet perſwade our- 


ſelves that we are the People of God, 
and good Chriſtians ? | 
The primitive Churches had the honour- 
able Name of Saints; we can give our- 
felves no better Name than miſerable 
Sinners: And what is the Reaſon * Moſt 
of the forementioned Churches, before their 


Converſion, were but Heathens; tbey 


were not born of Chriſtian Parents, nor 
train'd up in the Chriftian Faith, as we 


think | 
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be | think we are: And after Converſion they 
a had but little Preaching, in compariſon 10 
J, | what coe have; neither were they furniſb- 
ed with Books fo plentifully as doe are. 
Yy We cannot conclude, that the Kingdom 
it f Chriſt, that then appeared in Power, 
es 4 did (as the Sun in the Firmament ſome- 
times doth) Sew itſelf in a Morning, and 
„ | be no more ſeen all Day: For the Kingdom 
af \ of Chriſt is an everlaſting Kingdom, and 
al |} the new Covenant that was made with 
be 4 7he Houſe of Jacob, an eperlaſting Cove- 
| nant. Neither may ce. conclude, tht 
Fe | God hath - withdrawn himſelf from the 
e | Children of Men; for he never forſakes 
d | us, unleſs we firſt forſake him. 
Oo | The Apoſtle foreſaw, that there would 
— be a falling away from the Grace in 
1 which many primitive Chriſtians were 
eſtabliſb d; which ſoon after his Deceaſe 
came to paſs. But our Preachers ſay, 
That the dark Night of Apoſtacy is 
e | over, and that we live in Golpel Days 
f again; but if ſo, where are the Fruits? 
9 
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We may (I confeſs) hear Goſpel Words 
1 but where is the Goſpel Power, by which 
| Believers come to be the Sons of God, 
% and to bear his Image in Righteouſneſs ? 

3 i. Why 


vi 
Myby are not we, who are called Chriſ- 
tians, grown to the Stature of them that 
were born Heathens, and brought up in 
Blindneſs and Ignorance ? Why are not 
we ſanctihed, and made a holy People, 


as well as they? Why are not our Bodies | 


cleanſed, and made an Habitation for 
the eternal Spirit, as theirs were? Why 
are not our Converſations in Heaven, or 


at leaſt more heavenly than they be? The 


Reaſon to me is this: We have not built 


upon the ſame Foundation that they built 
upon , for this we are to underſtand, . 


that the Heathens had not the Scriptures 
as we have, and ſo could not frame a 


Form of Godlineſs there/rom, as many 


fince have done, made up with good Words, 
calling that Godlinels, and refling iu 
an outward Performance thereof, with- 
out any true Converſion, or Senſe of that 
inward Life and Power, that the primi- 
tive Chriſtians came 10 feel, and found 
in themſelves through Faith, and the 
Operation of the eternal quickning Spirit 
of Teſus. 


The Heathens, as well as others, ure 
of God Creation, (all Nations bring | 
made of one Bload) and ſo had in them- | 

ſelves, 
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ſetues, as every Man hath, a good Spirits 


as well ns a bad; Light, as well as 
Darkneſs 3 ſomething that reproved thern 
for Sin, as well as ſomethin? that tempted 
them to Sin. And being, by the Apoſtle, 
turned from the Darkneſs bat was in 
them, to the Light; from that *obich 
tempted them to Sin, to that which con- 
victed and reproved them for Sin; cleaved” 
thereunto, tonfiled therein, and became 
Followers thereof : And by cleuviig tothe 
Good, they were delivered from Evil; by 
ollowing the Light, they came to be tranſ- 
lated out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
and to bave their Converſations in Heaven, 
whilft they were upon Earth. 
Theſe built on a ſure Rock, a living 
Foundation, en CHRIST, as he in all 


Ages was, and ſlill is, in his ſpiritual 


Appearance, the Light of the World, and 
the Life of Righteouſneſs ; and taking his 
elernal Spirit in themſelves, for their 
Guide, turned from whatſorver they were 
thereby convicted of, and reproved for: ;. 
by which Eſau, or the firſt Nature, came 
to be ſupplanted, and he, whoſe Right it is 
to rein, came io have the Rule in them, 
and the Govethment over then. 

4 4 An d 


viii 


And as the Darkneſs that eclipſed the 
Brightneſs of the Sun of Righteouſneſs | 


in them, came 10 be removed, they came 
0 have a clear Diſcerning what was of 
God, and what was ſelhſh, and to be 
denied; and turning from every Motion 
that was not of God, the Body of Sin 
became mortified, their Inſides became 
cleanſed, the Lump became leavened ; 
ſuch as were carnal became ſpiritual : 
And this made them a peculiar People: 

And did we walk in their Footſteps, 
we might riſe to their Attainment :: 
But if we build on Words, and outward 
Services, without Spirit and Life, we 
can never riſe ; for, as Paul ſaid, in 
another Caſe, If I ſpeak with the 
Tongue of Men and Angels, and have 
not Charity, I am become as ſound- 
ing Braſs : So ſay I in this Caſe, If 
we hear Men and Angels, if we could 


tive continually under the Sound of good 


Words, if we have no Regard to that 
inward Light which diſcovers the Riſing 
of evil Motions, and Power from God 
to turn from them, we can never mor- 
tify Sin, cleanſe our Souls, and become a 
bely People. The Work of San#tification 
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is inward, and to be effefted by inward 
Means; nothing but inward Light can 
expel inward Darkneſs ; nothing leſs than 
eternal Life, can deliver our Souls from 
the Power of Death, 

Since Men came to be perſwaded, that 
though they ſow Tares, they (hall reap 
Wheat; Yhough they go down into the 
Grave Sinners, they ſhall rife Saints, and 
attain in another World, what the primi- 
tive Chriſtians attained to in this World; 
their Converſations have not been in Hea- 
ven, but in the Earth; they have walked 
in Darkneſs and not in the Light; the 
God of this World hath been ferved, and 
not the God of Heaven. And what future 
Happineſs this can produce, lat the Wile 
in Heart judge. 
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GROUNDS 


HOLY LIFE. 


th) AU 7, in his Epiſtle to the Gala- 
. lians, Chap. v. 16. had this Say- 
ing: Wai in the Spirit, and ve 
ſhall not fulfil the Luſts of the Heſb. And 
| in his Epiltle to the Romans, Chap. vii, 
| 13. he had this Saying : I ye live after: 
the Fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye through 
the Spuit do moriify the Deeds of the 
Body, ve ſhall live. If ever Scriptures 
were written for our Learning, theſe. 
Scriptures were; for much may be 
learned therefrom. 
The End of Preaching, in dur preſent 
Age, and many Ages paſt, hath been, 
That the Sons and Daughters of Men 
might learn thefeby ro deny, turn from, 
and forſake every evil Deed 3 and come 
A 6 n 
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to live a ſober righteous godly Life, 
in this preſent World, that they might 
have Peace with God in their own Con- 
ſciences here, and eternal Lite here- 
aſter, | 

Now to effect this great Work, in 
which Thouſands of Labourers have 
for many Years been employ*d, the 
Apoſtle gives this ſhort Exhortation : 
Walk in the Spirit. Alfirming unto the 


Galatians, that if they walk'd in the 


Spirit, they ſhould not fulfil the Luſts 
of the Fleſh ; they ſhould not yield to 
evil Mocions, nor ſatisfy their carnal 
Deſires; which is the only Way to 
mortify the Deeds of the Body, and 
cure all ſpiritual Infirmities. But this 
Way of God's Salvation hath been ſo 
long rejected, that few in our preſent 
Age know what this Spirit is, where 
they may have Acquaintance therewith, 
or how they may walk therein. And 
that our Underſtanding may be opened 
in this weighty Concern, let us conſider, 


1, What was Paul, and how he 
came to be a Goſpel Miniſter, 


2. What 
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2. What were the People to who 
e wrote thoſe Epiſt les. 


What the Apoſtle call'd Heſb 
nd Spirit, and wherein we walk after 
hem, 


4. What we are to underſtand by his 
ords, die and live. 


5. How we may, through the Spirit, 
ortify the Deeds of the Body ? 


By reading the Scriptures we may 
nd, that Paul was an Hraelite, of the 
Peed of Abrabam, and brought up a 
Scholar, well inſtructed in the La; 
Ind as to his Religion, he was a Pha- 
iſce. And what were the Phariſees? 
ot a looſe, prophane People; but in 
du ward Appearance, a very religious 
People, zealous for their Temple and 
he Service thereof; with all other 
dutward Obſcrvations : Inſomuch that 
Feſus ſaid of them, that they made clean 
be Qutfide of the Cup and Platter; nich 
ew now do. | 


But 


[ 
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hn the Time drew nigh, in 
| would be no longer wor. 
Temples made with Hands, 


BB» 3 
was more active than Paul, waſting the 


hurches beyond meaſure. 2 
7 Bur in the Height of his Perſecutioff, 


| dwell in, and be 8 
ctified Hearts; and that the 


were written by 


that great 


loses, for the Houſe of Vael 


and walk in, muſt no longer 
of Righteoufneſs; hut Fetos 
es muſt walk by a 1 
| from the Spitit of God in 


d Parts: When a greater 
was come, proclaiming a ' 
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Hand, that coaſiſted of 
xcellent Righteouſneſs than 
tifying to the Faces of thoſe 


'orſhippers, - that, notwith- 


eir great Zeal for the Tem- 
he S-rvice thereof, they were 
Hes and blind Guides : The 
thoſe People were greatly 
and having a bitter Spirit, 


dmg theit outſide Righte- © 


Coming of that Kingdom; 
the Prince, and impriſonipg 


. In which Perſecution none 


Law 
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dea vourrd, by Perſecution, 0 


was 


not Man, but God, put a Stop to his 
Proceedings; ſhewing him, that it was 
not Men, but Chriſt ia Men, that he 
perſecuted, which was really fo ; for 
had not Chriſt, by his eternal Spirit, 
been in thoſe Men whom Paul perfe- 
cuted, opening the Eyes of their Un- 
derſtandings to fee the Emptineſs of all 
Shadows, and to turn from them, Paul 
would have had nothing to ſay to 
them; but they inclining to the Wor- 
ſhip of God in Spirit, and lighting 
Temple Worſhip, Paul looked upon 

them as a People not worthy to live. 
But it pleaſed God to reveal in Paul 
the ſame Chriſt that he perſecuted jn 
others; and that Revelation, or inward 
Knowledge of Chriſt, was the Founda- 
tion of all Paul's Knowledge in the 
Myſtery of Godlinefs : He had not his 
future Teaching from Men, . nor from 
Books, but from the Oper 
eternal Spirit of Jeſus in himſelf. For 
keeping to the Leading of that Spirit, 
he grew in Grace 3 and as he grew 
* in 


ration of the 
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in Grace, he grew in the Knowledge 

of Chriſt, and ſo went not up to Fe- | 
ruſalem, to them who were Apoſtles | 
before him, for Inſtructions or Orders; 


but in the Strength of the Lord, with 


a Book of Experiences in his Heart, 


inſtead of a Bible in his Hand, he went 
into Arabia to preach the Goſpel to the 


Heathen : And what Foundation did he 
lay? Not Circumciſion, which was the 


Foundation of the Fews Religion; nor 


Jobn's Baptiſm, which ſince became the 
Foundation of the Chriſtiau Religion; 
for he told the Cormihians, that Chriſt * 


did not ſend him to baptixe, but 10 
preach ; and thanked God, for that he 


baptized no more of them than Criſpus 


and Gaius, and the Houſhold of Ste- 


phanus. 


As Paul's Eyes were then open to 
ſee the Gift of God in himſelf ; ſo his 
Work was to open the Eyes of others, 
that they might ſee the Gift of God in 
themſelves allo, 


Thoſe Heatbens had, as every Man | 


that cometh into the World hath, an 
inward Light, that ſhewed them, as it 
ſheweth us, what is right, and what is 

wrong; 


a reer e 
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wrong ; what is juſt, and what is unjuſt : 
Though in their Ignorance they. might 
FJ have as little Regard thereunto as any 
of us now have, | 


* . 


As the Kingdom of Heaven conſiſt- 


eth of Righteouſneſs, Paul's Work was 


to reduce thoſe People to a righteous 
Life and beavenly Converſation ; and 


2 what better Foundation could any Man 


lay, in order to a righteous Life, than 
a Light in ourſelves, that ſhines conti- 
nually, manifeſting every unrighteous 


Action? A Guide that truly follow- 
ed, will lead unto God, from whom, 
by unrighteous living, all Men depart, 


This Paul experienced, and his Expe- 
riences made him an able Miniſter, 
capable of preaching without Book or 
Study, and confidently to affirm unto 
the Galatians, that their Way to a 


4 righteous Life, was to walk in the Spirit, 


or keep to this Guide. 144% 85 
And thus have I ſhewn, how Paul 


came to be a Goſpel Miniſter : And 


their Converſion, were called Heathens, 


now I ſhall ſhew, what the People were 


to whom he wrote thoſe Epiſtles. 


The Romans and Galatians, before 


for 


181 


Pad told the Epheſians, according to the 


Pine of the Power of the Air; but 
being turned from their Darkteſs, be- 
eame acqusinted with this rue Lipbt, 
Which 'trever conſented to any untigh- 


teous Action. | | 
Te this Light many of thoſe Heathens 
Grned, taking it for their Guide, and 


conñiding there as a ſare Foundation; 
which was true Faith in him WD. was 
given for a Ligbt to the Gentiles, and one 


mt Natufe with the Faith of Abrubam. 


This People became convinced, tho 


many of us are bot, that after they 


were twr1zd onto, the Lord, they had 
& Race to run. As from God ard God 


Nneſe chey had depu/tru, fo to God and 
Godlineſs they were to return. They 
did not content themſelves as too many 


of us do, with a Cbriſtian Name; but 


following this Lender, they walked in 


Newneſi of Life, ſober, righteons and 


podly : Which Pan! commended, tel. 
ting the Galatenfs, that they Yun well 
3% & an 


for that they knew not the true God, 
but worſhipped dumb Idols. A People 
that ved, as too many now do, in 
all manner of Ungodlinefs, walking, as 


; and we ſhould run well alſo, if we run 


the like Race; growing, from Day to 
Day, more juſt, more «upright, more 
honeſt, more faithful, and more circump 
ſpe# : Which cannot be expected until 
we take thtir Guide for our Leader. 
But the Churches of Galatia being at 
that Time (as Paul called them) litile 
Children, a People of ſmall Growth in 
the Knowledge of the Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, were by ſome (whom Paal wiſh'd 
cut off) perſwaded, as many now are, 
that an epright, ſober, godly Life, and 
blameleſs Converſation, was not enough ; 
but they muſt be alſo in the Exercite of 
ſame auttunrd Worſhip : And the Jeu 
Religion carrying the greateſt Shew of 
Godlineſs, they were perſwaded to 1mi- 
tate their Cuſtoms and Obſervations, 
Hut Paul having experienced the 
Inſufficiency of outward Services, to 
change Men's Natures, and reduce them 
to a r us Lite, told the Galatiam, 
that of ibey were circamciſed, Chriſt foould 
profit thern nothing. If they went from 
an inward Guide, to reft, as the zeal- 
dus Phariſees did, on oxtward Perform- 
ances, he that was given for a 8 
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nor their Leader. And indeed, nothing 


is more evident; for if Chriſt be the 


Way, if walking by the Spirit be the 
Means by which we muſt mortify Sin, 


and come to a righteous Life; wWwhoſo- 
ever goeth from this Yay, whoſoever 
ſlighteth this Means, hath no more Be- 


nefit by Chriſt, than a Traveller that 


forſaketh his Guide hath from his Guide, 


in order to a righteous godly Life. 


As Chriſt is a quickning Spirit, it muſt 
be by following him in his ſpiritual 
Manifeſtations, that a righteous Life is 

recovered; nothing leſs can change our 
Natures, ' and make us new Creatures; 


and until we are new Creatures, our 
Converſations cannot be in Heaven. 

So the Epiſtles of Paul were written 
to a People who were on their Journey 
from Death to Life ; they were come 
out of Egypt, but not come to the pro- 
miſed Land; they were turned from 
their Darkneſs, and had their Faces 
Sion- ward, but were not come to the 


New. Jeruſalem, the City of God; they | 
had begun in the Spirit, but were not 
come to the true Worſhip in Spirit; 

| they 


and a Leader, would not be their Light | 
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they had received Chriſt, but were not 
rooted and grounded in Chriſt And to 
perfect what was begun, the Apoſtle 
put them on nothing but this, Walk in 
the Spirit, Keep to your inteard Gaide, 
the Light of Righteouſneſs, for it is that 
alone that can raiſe the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men from their Fall, and bring 
them to a Life of Righteouſneſs. 

The third Thing to be conſidered is, 
What the Apoſtle calls Fleſh and Spirit, 
and wherein we walk after them? 

It is evident, that Fleſb and Spirit are 
both Leaders, otherwiſe we could not 
walk after them; and if Leaders, our 
viſible Parts muſt be Followers, bring- 
ing forth in our Words and Deeds what 
is in our Hearts, or conceived in our 
Minds; for every Deed hath firſt a 
Thought, either good or evil. Evil 
Thoughts ariſe from that which Paul 
called Fleſh: Good Thoughts proceed 
from that which he called Spirit. So 
then Fleſb and Spirit is a Root of Evil, 
and a Spring of Good in ourſelves. 

From the Fleſb proceed all fuch Mo: 
tions as lead unto Vice : From the Spirit 
proceed ſuch Doubts as we find in 

ourſelves 


( 12 | 


eucſelves of yielding thereunto; and all 


the Rebukes that follow us when we have 


ſuffered the Enemy to prevail. over us; 
and thoſe Rebukes are in Love unto us, 
as our Rebukes are. in Love to our 
Children, that they may ftand in Awe, | 
and not offend. 

As oft as we yield to evil Motions, we 


give Place to the Devil, and whoſoever 


yields. co one evil Motion, ſhall have 
another of the ſame Kind; and the 

oftner: we yield, the more Ground he 
bath in us, and the more Power he 
comes to have over us. And all the 


Refuge that any Man hath to fly unto, 


when evil. Motions ariſe, is that in his 


own. Heart, that Paul calls Spirit, for 
that will not conſent to any evil Deed; 
and whoſoeyer keeps cloſe to that, keeps 
cloſe to God; they abide with their 


Guide, and walk, in the Spirit. 


The converted Heatbens walk' d by 
this Rule; they took the eternal Spirit 
of Chriſt in themſelves for their Guide; 
they confided therein, and became Fol- 


lowers thereof ; and that brought them 
to be a, holy Nation, ande a peculiar | 


did 


82.0 . | 


= © 269 yHfſy =: 


did we turn to this eternal Spirit in ous 
Joum Hearts, and order our. Converſa- 
tions according to the Leading s and 
I Guidivgs thereof; for kee — this, 
we Maud not fulfil the Deeds of tby Hahn. 


| is, What the Apoſtle intended by theſe 
Words, Dia and Live? 


Die, intend. a Ceſſation of their mortal 
Lives, for fuch a dying in the Lord's 


Men ; they that, live after the Spirit, 
Jas well as they who walk after the Heſh, 


and an humble walking with their G 
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The fourth. Thing to be canſide red 


Certainiy be did not, by the Ward 


appointed Time is common to all 


muſt go Swat into the Grave. 
"Wo the dying that the Apoſtle intend- 
ed, was a Decay of our inward Life, a 
dying unto Righteouſneſs ;, which few in 
our preſent Age take Notice ot. Such 
2. dying as the firſt Man Adem died, 
when he fell trom the Government of 
the eternal Spirit, which was. Man's firſt 
State: Ox ſuch a dying as the Houſe of 
ruel died, when they ſtuck to auον,, 
blervations, fligbtiog Juſtice, Mrr 


Now ü ſuch as walk after the Ela 
| living in the Practice of any EM" din, 
depart 
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depart farther from God, and come to 


have leſs Life, leſs Ligbt, leſs Grace, leſs 


Fear of offending God, and injuring 


their Neighbours 3 as we may ſee by 


Mens Converſations. And this Decreaſe 


is a dying unto Righteouſneſs, ' 


And as they that live after the Fleſb, 
have leſs Life, leſs Light, leſs Grace, leſs 
Har; ſo ſuch as walk after the Spirit, 
doing ſuch Things as are upright, ho- 
neſt, and of good Report, from a Prin- 


ciple in their own Hearts, find an In- 


creaſe ; they come to have more Life, | 
more Light, more Grace, more Fear of | 
offending. God or their "Neighbour. ? 
And this Increaſe is a living unto Righ- | 
teouſneſs. As the one goes farther from, | 
ſo the other draws nearer o the King- 


dom of Heaven. 


Had we not in ourſelves” Spirit, as 
well as Hleſb; Light, as well as Darkneſs ; | 
a Conductor in the Way of Life and 
Salvation, as well as a Leader in the 
Paths of Deſtruction; we might lay 
the Loſs of Life, and all the Calamities 


that Sin brings, on Adam's Score, or on 


the Account of the wicked One, from 


whom all wicked Motions proceed. 
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Paul was an expert Doctor in Divini- 
nity ; he knew what corrupted the Sons 
and Daughters of Men, and from whence 
all the Ungodlineſs that is in the World 
doth ariſe ; and to cleanſe, to purge,, to 
purify, to make Heathens become ſound 
Chriſtians, and Sinners become Saints, 
deſcribes no other Means but this, Val 
in the Spirit, For as we keep to this, 
we ſhall learn, as the converted Heathens 
did, not only to deny Ungodlineſs, but 
alſo to live godly in this preſent World. 
But if we' reſt, as the zealous Pha- 
riſces did, in outward Performances, 
accounting ourſelves righteous for that 
we have, as we are periwaded, a right 
Form of Godlineſs, and make no Uſe 
of the aforeſaid Means; though we 
have as great a Zeal for our Forms of 
Godlineſs, as ever Paul had for the 
Tews Religion it ill profit us no more 
than Circumciſion would have profited 
the Galatians. | 
We have had much Preaching and 
Teaching; the Joys of Heaven pro- 
miſed to them that did well; the Tor- 
ments of Hell threatned to them that 


did ill: But have theſe Promiſes and 


B Threatnings 
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Threatnings made us a holy Nation, 
and a peculiar People, exceeding all 
others for Juſtice, Equity, Truth, and 
Faithfulneſs ? Have all the Exhortations 
that we have had, enabled us to mortify 
the Body of Sin, which is the Cauſe of 
Ungodlineſs? Are we thereby tran- 
ſlated, as the Heathens were, out of the 

Region of Darkneſs into the Kingdom 
of the dear Son of God, ſo as to have 
our Converſations in Heaven, whilſt | 
our Bodies are on Earth? Can we ſay, ii 
Old Things are done away, all exalted it 
Thoughts, all covetous Inclinations, all t. 
Wrath and Bitterneſs; and theſe New JE 
Things come in their Places, Humility, | p 
 Meekneſs, Temperance, Self-denial, with } F 
unfeigned Love to God and our Neigh- a: 
bour ? Can we ſay, there was a Time in 
in which Sin had ſuch Dominion over 4 V 
us, that we could not refrain from ful- I 
filling the Luſts of the Fleſh, but now Ine 
we are ſo limited by the eternal Spirit, F w 
that we muſt be temperate, we muſt be YR 

ſober and vigilant, we muſt be juſt, | 
&pright, and faithful in Word and Deed; in 
It this be our State, we are as the . 
primitive Chriſtians were at their full . 

Attainments, 


r r 
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Attainments, dead unto Sin, and alive 


unto Righteouſneſs : 


Built upon the ſame 
Rock as they were. 


But if we are not 


come to this, it would be our Wiſdom 
to turn to the Lord, as they 
build on the ſame Foundation that they 
built upon, The true Light that enlig bi- 
7 eneth every 
Word; 


did, and 


Man that cometh into the 
that we may come to be ac- 
quainted with the eternal Spirit, as they 


were, and have a Guide and a Leader 

in Paths of Godlineſs, as they had; for 
it is by and through the Aſſiſtance of 
the eternal Spirit of Jeſus in our own 
Hearts, that our Corruptions muſt be 
1 purged out, and our Infide made clean: 

For as our walking after the Fleſh made 
all Wounds ; 
ing after the Spirit that mult Ve all 
$ Wounds. 
4 was the Growth of our Unrighteout- 
4 nels ; 


ſo it muſt be our walt- 
As our living after the Fleſh 


ſo by walking after the Spirit 
we mortißy Sin, and recover a Life of 


Righteouſneſs. 


Paul ſpoke from a good Underſtand- 


ing, when he told the Romans, That 
1 which may be known of God is manifeſ! 
4 within: There he had his Knowledge in 
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the Myſteries of Godlineſs; whatever 
he preached, whatever he wrote, the 
Spring was in himſelf. He knew no 
more of the Operation of inward and 


came to have his Eyes inward, ahd to 


enced, 


Fication, Santtification, and Salvation 57 
Chriſt: But he is a Chriſtian who is a 
Hitneſs of ſuch Things wrought in 
himſelf. Such may properly be called 
learned Men : They know what it is 


ſaved from, and by what Means, 


How the Sons and Daughters of Men 


Deeds of the Body. 

But firſt, we will conſider, what | 
Deeds of the Body are to be mortified, © 
which in general are theſe : As an evil 
Spirit in Man is the Noot of all evil 
Deeds; fo every Deed that proceeds 
from that Root is to be moriified 3; and 


nothing 


ſpiritual Grace than one of us, 'till he; 


walk in the Spirit, and ſo recommended 
to the Churches what he had experi- 


to riſe, what it is to die, and what it is 
to live; what they are redeemed and 


The %- Thing to be conſidered, is, | 


may, through the Spirit, mortify the 


Many can talk of Redemption, Juſti- . 
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Inothing can manifeſt ſuch Deeds, giving 
Jus a true Sight thereof, but the Spirit 
Jof the Lord, or Light of Righteouſneſs 


in our own Hearts, as it comes to ſhine 


in Brightneſs, 


To know what Deeds are to be mor- 


IJ zified in all our Attempts and Under- 
J takings, let us look to our Ends there- 
in; it we have nothing in our Eye but 
Juſtice, Equity, Honeſty, and plain Deal. 


ings, we may go on with Safety; but if 


Self be the moving Cauſe, if we have 


not an Eye to our "Neighbour" s Inlereſt 
as well as our own, pretend what we 


will, ſuch Deeds proceed from an evil 


Root, and are to be denied; and in de- 
nying them, they come to be mortified : 
And what can manifeſt our Ends in 
every Action ? Not Books, nor Preach- 
ers; but the Spirit of the Lord, which 
is an inward Light. 

But we do not find that Paul directly 
charged the Galatians with any manner 


ot looſe Living, but with their ob/erv- 


ing Days and Times: And what Harm 

could there be in that ? 
Though the Galatians might ſee none, 
Paul ſaw much, otherwiſe he would not 
B 3 have 
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have aſked them, Ibo had bewilched 
them? They had begun in the Spirit, 
they had walked for a Seaſon after an 
inward Guide, which is the only Leader 
to ſuch a Life of Righteouſneſs, as the 


Lord in all Ages required of the Sons 


and Daughters of Men; which was not 
a Form of Godlineſs without Life, but 


Truth in their inward Parts: For if 


we have Truth in our Hearts, Equity | 


will be-performed by our Hands. 


And to this, Paul knew they could 
never come by imitating an outward : 
Worſhip, much leſs by obſerving Days 


and Times, which in. our preſent Age 


is become the Nurſery of Vice, and ſo 
counted it Deeds of the Fleſh ; reaſon. 
ing thus with them, Are ye ſo fooliſh, 
having begun in the Spirit; are ye made | 
perfeft by the Fleſh ? Which is all one 
as to ſay, Are ye ſo void of Underſtand- 
ing, having begun to walk in Newneſs of * 
Life, do vou think to come to ſuch Perfec- \ 
tion as to have your Converſation in Hea- 
ven whilſt living on the Earth, by going 


back to the Performance of outward 


Services? This Perſwaſion, ſaid he, is ; 


not of him that called you. And if it 


1 
was 
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was not of God, it mult be from the old 
Deceiver ; and many have been ſince 
deceived thereby; perſwading them- 
ſelves, that Godlineſs conſiſteth in that 
which is called, but is not true Devotion, 
and not in a well-ordered Converſation, 
and ſo live in Pride, Covelouſneſs, Envy, 
and many other Things, which are 
really Deeds ot the Fleſh ; and never 
come ſo fag as to mind a Tranſlation 
out of the Kingdom of Derknels, to 
live under the Government of the eter- 
nal Spirit. 
Man's Fall was not from any outward 
Religion or Form of Godlineſs, but 
from a Life of Righteouſneſs : A State 
in which Huſband, Wife, Parents, Chil- 
dren, Maſters, Servants, and all other 
Relations, would have known their. 
Place and Duty, and been found therein, 
From a State in which the Creatures, 
that God hath given for Man's Uſe, 
would have been uſed, and none of 
them, thro* Exceſs, waſted or abuled. 
From a State in which Truth would 
have been found in our Words, and 
Equity in all our Deeds, From a State 
in which. the Will of God would have 
B 4 . 


[28 ] 
been done on Earth as it is done in 


Heaven, and the great God by us glo- 
rified, and not diſhonoured. 


From this State, through the En- 


trance and Growth of Sin, the Sons and 
Daughters of Men are departed : To 
this State primitive Chriſtians, through 
the Mortification of Sin, returned. 

This was the Lite that the firſt Adam 
loſt ; this is the Life that the ſecond 
Adam came to recover. As many as 
have the Spirit of Chriſt, and become 
Followers thereof, riſe from their Fall, 
return unto God, live under his Govern- 
ment, and become Witneſſes of this Lite 
reſtored. 

When I have looked upon that called 

the Book of Divine Service, I have found 
as good Words therein as could be 
collected out of the Scriptures : Not 
one to be admitted into the Church 
without Security, promiſing in their 
Behalf as much as I have mentioned. 

The Promiſes therein contained, were 
they but truly performed, would make 
us a holy Nation, no Way behind the 
chiefeſt of Saints : - for thoſe that roſe 
higheſt, roſe no higher than to walk in 
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God's Commands all the Days of their 
Lives. 

But it is rare to find one Man that 
erforms that Covenant, and the Rea- 
ſon is this, Ve ſay the Scriptures are our 
Rule, but we keep not thereunto ; Paul's 
Advice is not followed, we do not walk 
in the Spirit : Which if we did, the 
Light of Righteouſneſs in our own. 
Hearts, would ſhew us the Riſings of 
evil Motions, and what they lead to; 
and that is the Time to for/ake the Devi! 
and all bis Works, with all worldly Va- 
nities and ſinful Luſts : For if we deny 
evil Motions, we ſhall never be found 
in evil Actions; and until we depart 
from Evil, we cannot do the Things 
that are good. Sin muſt be mort! fied, 
before we can. lead a righteous Life. 
The Works of the Devil mult be de- 
nied, before the Commands of. our Gud 
can be walked in one Day, much leſs. 
all the Days of our Lives, 

And this Paul experienced, winch 
made him with great Confidence to u, 
Walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil 
the Luſls of the Fleſh: For if we deny 
and turn from every Motion. that the: 

— 33 Light 
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Light of Righteouſneſs in our own 


fulfil them, but ſhall mortify the Root 
from whence they ariſe ; for that which 
is not fed, in Time comes to die. 

By this the converted Heatbens came 
to be a holy Nation: This is the Way 
to be Citizens of the New Feruſalem : 
By this Means the Colaſſians were, and 
we may be tranſlated into the Kingdom 
of the dear Son of God, to live under 
his Government. That is the Kingdom 
that Jobn the Baptiſt proclaimed to 
be then at hand. This is the King- 
dom that the Diſciples of Chriſt were 
to pray for the Coming of. This is the 
Kingdom that conſiſteth of Righteoul- 
neſs, and ſtandeth in Power. This is 


the Kingdom that all Believers are firſt 


to ſeek ; for under the Government 


of the eternal Spirit of Jeſus in our 


Hearts, the Sons and Daughters of 
Men are limited from doing any un- 
righteous Thing. 

Many of the preſent Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity are perſwaded, that though. 
they are unrighteous in their Lives, 
yet being in the Exerciſe of ſomething 

called 


Hearts /hews us to be evil, we ſhall not 
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called Religion, it ſhall go well with 
them: But the living Lord doth not 
take Notice, what Religion we are of, 
but what Leader we fol ' for let our 
1 Religion be what it will, if we live after 
the Feb, we ſhall die. And though 
3 little appears that is called Religion, if 
we wall after the Spirit, it our Conver- 
ſation be in Heaven, if Truth be in our 
| Mouths, and Equity performed by our 
Hands, we (hall live. But who are 
capable of walking after the Spirit, and 
through the Spirit, of mortifying the 
Deeds of the Body ? 
We may find many, even amongſt 
us, who. bear the Name of Chriſtians, 
that, through a Perſeverance in III- 
doing, are become dead in Sin, having 
no Senſe or Feeling of any Thing. in 
themſelves that is of God : And Rach 
as have no Acquaintance with the Spirit, 
| cannot walk after the Spirit. 

' Others there are who are not dead, 
but dying, they have both Senſe and 
f Feeling: They have that in themſelves. 
ö that would lead them to better Things 
than they practiſe, but have little or no 
Regard ——— they take it not for 
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their Guide; and whilſt t hey ſight that 
in themſelves which manifeſts the Deeds 
of the Body, they can in no wiſe mortify 
them, | 
But ſome may be found: who are 
weary of their Sins, and burthened with 


their Iniquities, having in themſelves a 


Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs 3 
and all ſuch are living People, and capa- 
. ble, through the Spirit, of mortifying 
the Deeds of the Body. 

Satisfied I am, that in our preſent 
Age, many have been awakened from 
the Sleep of Sin, and have had in them- 
ſelves a true Hunger and Thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs ; but being awakened by 
an outward Miniſtry, from that they 
expected to have their Hunger and 
Thirſt /atisfied, 

Many may be awakened with, but 
they are not quickned by an outward 
Miniſtry 3 It is (as Jeſus ſaid) the Spirit 
that. quickneth ;, and what can raiſe Lite, 
but that which giveth Life? What can 
ſatisfy a Soul that thirſteth after Righ- 
tequineſs, but that which is in very 
Truth the Spring of Righteoufneſs ? It 


is in ourſelves the Well is to be found, 


that 
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that whoſoever drinketh thereof, ſhall! 
never thirſt , there is the Spring that 
floweth up unto everlaſting Life. ; 

As the Kingdom of Heaven ſtands 
not in Words, but in Power ;, ſo it is 
not Words, but the Power of God that 
can mortify the Deeds of the Body, 

change our Natures, and make us new 
Creatures. 

Would Words fill us with Righteouſ- 
neſs, Juſtice, Truth, Equity and Faith- 
fulneſs, we ſhould have been a holy Na- 
tion long ſince; for there hath been no 
Want of Words, but there is ſtill Want 
of Equity and Faith/ulneſs in Mens Deeds, 

Could good Words reduce Hearers 
to a righteous Life, inſtead of ſayin 

i Walkin the Spirit, Paul would have ſaid 
to the Galatians, Hearken to your Mi- 
niſter: He would have had no Need to 
have recommended unto them an in- 
ward Guide, Paul's Experience evi- 
3 dznced unto him, that it was not b 
hearing of Words, but through his 
Obedience to the Law of the Spyit, 
that he came to mortify the Deeds of 
the Body, and lead a righteous Life ; 
and what he found to be effectual in 


_ himſelf, 
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uimſelf, that he recommended to the 
Churches. 

Words, though never ſo numerous, 
may be forgot, they do not ahide; but 
the eternal Spirit abides, that is the 
Teacher that can never be removed into 
a Corner. The Uſe of Words in the 
Work of Salvation, is to awaken ſuch 
who are afleep in Sin, and to turn them, 
as. Paul turned the Heathens, to an 
inward Guide; and for Admonition, 
whilſt they are on their Journey, to 
keep with their Guide. 

Had ſuch who hunger'd and thirſted 
after Righteouſneſs, prefled after what 
they hunger'd for; had they acquaint- 
ed themſclves with the eternal Spirit that 
begot. thoſe Defares, and followed the 
3 thereof, it would have rooted 
out. Pride and all Selſiſhneſs; it would 
have reduced them to an humble, lowly, 
meck, patient, peaceable Frame, to 
keep their Promiſes, to be juſt in all 
their Dcalings, to do the Thing that 
was right at all Times; and this would 
have removed their Burden, and given 


them Reſt and Peace. 1 
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If we. would be as the primitive 
Chriſtians. were, we. muſt begin where 
they did; we muſt turn to the Light 
of Righteouſneſs in our own Hearts, 
and walk in that Light until we become 
Children of the Light; we muſt walk: 
in the juſt Man's Path by the Guidings 
thereof, *cill Righteouſneſs becomes our 
Center. This made the primitive Chriſ- 
tians a religious People indeed; by this 
they profited 3 otherwiſe the blind; 
ignorant Heathens, could not have come 
to be Fellow Citizens with Saints, and 


of the Houſhold of God. 


Paul was no ſettled Miniſter at any 
one Place, they heard him but ſeldom 3 
but they heard the Voice of the eternal 
Spirit, as oft as they ſtray'd from juſtice, 
Equity ard Faithfulneſs: And to this 
Voice Chriſtians ought to incline their 


Ear; for under the new Covenant, 


God doth ſpeak unto his People by his 
Son, thruugh the eternal Spirit in our 
Hearts. 

The firſt Step to a Life of Righteouſ- 
neſs, is to acquaint ourſelves with that 
in our own Hearts that reproves us for 
Uanrighteouſnels 3 for until we come 

to 
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to this, we are Strangers to the Foun- 


dation of a right Converſation : For all 


Building, all Journeying, all Riſing, all 
Approaching near to the Kingdom of 
God, depends on our denying, turning 
from, and utterly forſaking what the 
Light of Righteouſneſs in our own 
Hearts doth convict us of, and reprove 
us for; for by ſuch Denials the Deeds 
of the Body come to be mortified. As 
we make this our Concern,- and are 
faithful therein, our Light ſhines more 
and more ; and the more Light we 
have, the greater Diſcovery it makes 
of what is evil, what is to be denied, 
turned from, and forſaken ; and guid- 


ing our Steps by this, we build on the 
true Foundation, we walk in a living. 


Way, we grow in Grace, and the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and draw nearer 
and nearer to his Kingdom and righte- 
ous Government; and all Power is felt 
in a righteous Life. 

This was the Advice of Chriſt, $:rive 
to enter in at the ſtrait Gate; teſtifying, 
that the Way to eternal. Life was nar- 


row ; And what is this rait Gate, and 


narroWv% 
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narrow Way? Not Self- Intereſt, nor 
yet Self. Righteouſneſs. 

Self- Intereſt is the Root of all covetous 
Practices, fraudulent Dealings, and un- 
juſt Actions. Self. Righteouſneſs is the 
Root of all Formality and Contention 
about Religion, of which there hath 
been, and ſtill is, too much in the 
Chriſtian World, perſecuting one ano- 

ther, as the unconverted Heathens did 
the primitive Converts. 

Neither of theſe Paths leads to that 
Kingdom that conſiſts of Righteouſneſs 
and Peace, Had the converted Heathens 
walk'd in theſe Paths, they would not 
have been a holy Nation, their Conver- 
ſations would have been in the Earth, 
and not in Heaven, But the ſtrait Gate, 
and narrow Way, that leads to a righ- 
teous Life, is Self-denial ; a denying of 
every Thing, the ſmalleſt Concern as 
well as Things that ſeem weighty, pro- 
ceeding from an evil Root; which no- 
thing can manifeſt but an inward Light, 
ſhining in its Brightneſs, But with Sor- 
row may we ſay, it is rare to find one 
amongſt many, who lives in the Prac- 
tice of what they themſelves acknow- 

ledge 
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| ledge to be right, Who is there but 
j will confeſs, that to ſpeak the Truth on 
all Occaſions is a right Thing? Who is 
there but will allow, that to keep every 
Promiſe, tho? it be to our Hurt, is an 
honeſt Thing? Who is there but will 
grant, that to do. unto all Men as we | 
would be done by, is a juſt Thing? Yet | 
live not in the Practice thereof; and if 
we do not live in the Practice of what 
we know to be right, what doth our | 
Knowledge profit us? We may, as 1ſrael 
in the Wilderneſs did, keep moving; 
but unleſs we walk in the zarrow Way, 
[ we can never come to a righteous Life. 
| And ſo if we do not wilfully ſhut our 
Eyes, we may plainly ſee, that the 
ay to a righteous Life, is to walk in 
the Spirit, to follow the Leadings of 
an inward Guide, to deny; and turn from 
what.the Light of Righteouſneſs in our 
own. Hearts manifeſts unto us to be un- 
| righteous, unjuſt, or diſboneſt. And by 
turning from Evil, we come to embrace 
the Good.; by forſaking Vice, we come 
to be filled with Virtue; by dying unto 
Sin, we come to be made alive unto 
Righteouſneſs; Truth, Equity and 
| | | Honeſty: þ 
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Honeſty comes to be uppermoſt, and we 
come to center there. Ard to ſuch, as 
Paul ſaid, there is no Condemnation, they 
have the Anfwer of a good Conſcience, 
Peace with God, and Peace in themſelves, 
Peace whilſt they are bere, and Peace 
when they go hence. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


Grounded on the 


Foregoing Diſcourſe. 


A N was made (as many will ac- 
knowledge) 0 glorify God, and 
to do bis Will on Earth: And that Man 
might be capable of ſerving his Creator, 
according to his Will, God gave him a 
Meaſure of his good Spirit, for an In- 
ſtructor; ſo that there was in Man, as 
he was firſt created, much of God, 
much Humility and Meekneſs, much 
Truth and Faithfulneſs ; much hea- 
venly Wiſdom and Underſtanding. 
This eternal Spirit was to be Man's 
Head and Leader, Man's Guide and In- 
ſtructor, in the Paths of Righteouſneſs. 
On this Spirit Man was to fix his Eye ; 
to this Spirit Man was to incline his 
Ear; by this Spirit Man was to be 
govern'd : And ſo following this Guide, 
this Leader, and this Inſtructor, Man 


would 
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would have been capable of governing 
himſelf, and the Creation over which 
he was made Lord, according to the 
Will of God. 

Did Mankind live under the Govern- 
ment of this eternal Spirit, we ſhould all 
bear the Image of God, we ſhould be 
all Godly, humble, lowly, meek, mer- 
ciful, patient, peaceable, upright and 
faithful; right in all our Ways, and 


juſt in all our Works. 


But Man not keeping with this Guide, 
diſobeys the Command of his Maker, 
and by yielding himſelf Servant to ano- 
ther Maſter, another Spirit enters, as 
contrary in Nature as Darkneſs is to 
Light : And as many as follow this 
Leader, ſerve not the God of Heaven, 
but the God of this World ; for every 
Man is a Servant to whom he obeys. 

Now we being all the Offspring of 
Adam in his fallen State, bear his Like- 
neſs ; we have all in ourſelves, Good 
and Evil, a Seed of Grace, and a Seed 


of Sin; called in Scripture, Light and 


Darkneſs, Fleſh and Spirit, the old Man 
and ne- Man; according to the Growth 
of theſe Seeds in us, and the Dominion 

that 


Aa 
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that they come to have over us; for as 
there is a Difference between a Seed and 
an Herb, a Plant and a Tree, a Child 
and a Man; ſo there is a Difference in 
Grace, and alſo in Sin; according to its 
Growth in us, ſo is the Strength thereof 
felt by us, and the Names given in 
Scripture are anſwerable thereto. 

For though we all have a Seed of Sin 
in us, we are not over-maſter*d there- 
with, nor captivated thereby, as ſoon 
as we are born ; it muſt have a Time to 
ſpring and grow in us, before it comes 
to have Dominion over us. And I may 
ſay the ſame of the Seed of Grace, for 
it is alſo of a growing Kind; otherwiſe 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or Govern- 
ment of Chriſt in the Hearts of his 
People, would not have been compared 
to the Seed of Muſtard, which though 
it be but ſmall when it is ſown, yet 
through the ſpringing and Growth 
thereof, comes to be of a high Stature 

We may find many in the World 
who are notoriouſly 'wicked, and much 
more wicked would they appear, were 
they not limited by an eutward Lai : 
Theſe were not ſo born, it is the rome 

O 


n 
of Sin, and the Dominion that it comes 
to have over Men, that makes them no- 
toriouſly wicked]; for the Seed of Sin, as 
it comes to full Growth in any of the 
Sons and Daughters of Men, converts 
them into its own Nature, by which 
they come to be habitually active in 
Wickedneſs. | 
This was the Devil's Aim in Adam's 
Fall, but his Deſign being not then fully 
effected, he hath in all Ages of the 
World, and at this Day, doth follow 
the Sons and Daughters of Men, putting 
in their Minds evil Motions, attended 
with various Temptations, diſplaying 
falſe Colours, and putting a more beau- 
tiful Gloſs on Things forbidden, than 
fallen Men can ſee in Paths of Righteouſ- 
neſs. And all his evil Motions, Tempt- 
ations, Baits, Snares, Lures, and falſe 
Colours, are to effect his r Deſign, 
that we being taken therewith, and led 
away thereby, might forget God, and 
cauſe him to take his holy Spirit from 
us ; for till then, the God of this 
World can call no Man his own; we 
may be his Captives, but he hath not 
the whole Dominion over us. % 
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In our preſent Age, Light within, « 
Law within, Spirit within, Chriſt within, 
is the Scoffing of ſome, and little re- 
eres by many: But whether they 
now it or not, | muſt tell them, they 


ſcoff and ſlight the chiefet Treaſure that 
ever the Soul of any Man was poſleſt 


of, they ſlight the Talent that God 


hath given to every 'Man to improve, | 
in order to our riſing from our Fall, and 
returning to our native Country, to live 


under the Government of the eternal 
Spirit; whoſoever is without Spirit and 
Light within, is without God in the 
World. Take away this Treaſure, and 
we ſhall have nothing in us that is good, 
we ſhall be left quite graceleſs. 
We read of Jacob and Eſau, who were 
lively Figures of theſe wo Seeds in Man, 
how they ſtruggled whilſt they were in 
the Womb of Rebekah. 
And as there was a Struggling be- 
tween the Seed of /wo Nations in the 
Womb of Rebekab ; ſo there is a Strug- 
gling between the Seed of wo King- 
doms in every Man, which ſhall riſe to 


rule in us, and to have the whole Do- 


minion over us. | | 


As | 


1 

As we are born into the World we 
are all innocent; though we have a Seed 
of Sin in us, we are not actual Sinners 
until we yield to ſome ſinful Motion 
3 therefrom; which the Devil 

nows, though many are of another 
Perſwaſion : And that the Seed which 
he hath ſown may ſpring and grow, 
that an evil Spirit may come to have 


| the Rule in us, he begins to ſtruggle 


betimes, before we well know the 
right Hand from the left : And where 
Vice is not kept down by careful Pa- 
rents, or Guardians, it quickly gets 
head; and ſuch may ſay, as many do, 
That there is no good Thing in us. For 
through the ſpeedy Growth of that 
which is Evil, they never have any 
Acquaintance with that which is Good, 
except inward Rebukes, which few will 
acknowledge to be of God. | 
For as Weeds left to grow in a Gar- 
den, overſhadow and keep down Herbs 


that they cannot grow; fo dath Vice 


ſuppreſs Virtue, and makes God's Crea- 
tion ſuch Strangers to their Creator, 


that though in him they live, move, 
C | and 
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and have their Being, yet without Senſe 
or Feeling of his Preſence, 

And as all evil Motions that lead unto 
Sin, all Baits, Snares and Lures that we 
meet with in the Courſe of our Lives, 
are the Strugglings and Strivings of the 
evil Seed; ſo all Calls that we find in 
ourſelves for Juſtice, Equity, Haneſty, 
Truth and Faithfulneſs, with all inward 
Checks, Rebukes and Convictions, are 
the Strugglings and Strivings of the good 
Seed: For if theſe Things are hearken*d 
unto, obey'd, follow'd after, and liv'd 
in, it keeps down the Growth of Vice; 
ſo that though we have a Root of Sin in 
us, it remains powerleſs, it doth not riſe 
and come to reign over us. 

In which ſuppreſſing of Vice, in order 
to the Growth of Virtue, Parents and 
Guardians ought to be much concern- 
ed : For as the wicked One takes the 
Advantage of our Childhood, to make 
us commit Evil, before we have any 
Acquaintance with that which is Good ; 
Parents and Guardians, like faithful 
Weeders, ſhould eye, ſuppreſs, keep 
down, and uſe all Endeavours to root 
out every Vice as ſoon as it appears, till 

| Grace 
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Grace grows, and a 7ight Spirit comes 


to reign in them, -and have the Rule 
over them. 

But this is our preſent State: As 
Eſau by his ſtruggling came to be the 
Firſt-born in Days paſt ; ſo Iniquity, 
through the early Riſing of the ſubtle 
Serpent, is the Firſt- born ſtill, And 
though moſt Parents, in the Chriſtian 
World, are careful ro provide Weeders 
betimes, almoſt as ſoon as a Child is 
born, but no Weeds do they root up ; 
and many Parents none at all; by which 
great Neglect, moſt Children come to 
be wild, ſtubborn, ſelf-willed, diſobe- 
dient to Parents, and very ungodly in 
their Lives. But the Ground of all 
Ungodlineſs is the Growth of that Seed 
which the wicked One ſow'd. And 
how may Vice be brought down when 
it is come to a Head? Not by Parents, 
not by Guardians, not by Sureties, and 
I may ſay, not by Preachers : But as it 
was Jacob that ſupplanted Eſau, ſo it 
muſt be Grace that muſt ſupplant Sin. 
We ſee, notwithſtanding all Preaching, 
more Pride and Haughtineſs, than Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs ; more fraudulenc 
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Dealing and contentious Practices, than 
Self-denial,;, more ſeeking the World 
and the Vanitics thereof, than the King- 
dom of Heaven and the Rigbteouſneſs 
thereof. And thus it will be whillt the 
Firſt-born be uppermoſt. 
And if we would have the Firſt-born 


ſupplanted, it we would have that which | 
ſtrives to deprive us of Life, Light and | 


Grace, and all Goodneſs, made power- 
Leſs ; if we would have that ſuppreſt 
which continually labours to make us 
Servants to Sin, and Bond-ſlaves to Sa- 
tan; if we would ſee the Death of that 
which makes us uncapable of gloritying 


God in our Lives; if we would be, as 


the primitive Chriſtians were, deliver'd 


from the Power of Darkneſs, and tranſ- 


lated into the Kingdom of the dear Son 
of God; to live under the Government 
of his eternal Spirit, which was Man's 
firſt State: Let us conſider, how that 
which hinders came to riſe, and by what 
Means it may be brought down, 

I have ſaid, and ſay it again, that it 
is not the Indwelling, but the Grow!h of 
an evil Seed, that makes the Sons and 
Daughters of Men proud, haughty, 
| high- 
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high-minded, envious, cruel, mercileſs, 
fraudulent and ungodly ; darkening our 
Uoderſtandings, and making us Stran- 
gers to the Gift of God in ourſelves ; and 
the Growth of this vil Seed ſtands in 
our often yielding to ſuch evil Motions 
as proceed therefrom, and that the ſubtle 
Serpent knows; and we may know it 
alſo, from the "manifold Temptations 


| we have thereunto, eſpecially where he 


finds them to be effectual. 

Who ever yielded to any evil Motion, 
committing Sin, and taking Pleaſure 
therein, that hath not been tempted 
again to the ſame Thing ? Or who is 
there that doth not know, that the 
oftner we yield to any Temptation, the 
ſtronger our Temptations are, and the 
harder to be denied ? And by every 
Nelding, this Sin riſetb, and comes to 
have more Power over us. 

And if it be by our yielding to evil 
Motions that the evil Spirit riſeth, and 
comes to have Power over us; it muſt 
be by denying evil Motions that he 
mult be ſupplanted, and made power- 
leſs in us. 


C 2 Whoſoever 
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Whoſoever will be a Follower of 
Chriſt, muſt firſt learn to deny himſelf ; 
we muſt turn from whatſoever the eter- 
nal Light in our own Hearts fhews us 
to be ſelfiſh, though it may ſeem never 
ſo much to our Diladvantage 3 and by 
denying ourſelves, we ſhall abundantly 
deny the Author of all evil Motions. 


Pride, Pleaſure, and unrighteous 
Gain, are Baits that have a many; 


all which, with many other Things, we 
muſt deny and turn from, if we will be 
Followers of Chriſt in a righteous Life: 
And by ſuch Denials we ſhall find the 
Root of Iniquity wither, and Grace 
grow; ſinful 1 will diminiſh, 
and heavenly Defires increaſe ; the ſmall 
Seed will become the talleſt of Her bs; 
and the Lump come to be one in Nature 
with the Leaven. 

But this Denial muſt be whilſt the 
Cockatrice 1s yet in the Shell, whilſt Sin 
is in the Motion, before it comes to 
Action; for ſinfal Motions may 'be 


turned from, but ſinful Actions are pa 
Recal. And what can ſhew us the Ri- 
ing of evil Motions? Preachers cannot, 
Books cannot; nothing that is without | 


can 
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can effectually ſhew us what is within » 
it muſt be an inward Light, it muſt be 
the Candle of the Lord, the eternal Spirit, 
that was in the Beginning given unto 
Man for an Inftrufor. 

There was in the Creation good Men, 
faithful Men, fſelf-denying Men, when 
there were no Preachers, nor Books, 
that we read of: And who was their 
Teacher but the eternal Spirit ? What 
Guide had they but the Light of Rigb- 
teouſneſs in their own Hearts? And did 
our preſent Preachers make it their 
Concern, to turn People's Minds to eye 
this inward Guide, and to become faith- 
ful Followers thereof, we ſhould have 
more good Men, faithful Men, and ſelf- 
denying Men, than can now be found. 

Men or Angels could not give better 
Advice to a People, that was turned to 
this inward Light, than Paul gave to 
the Galatians, when he exhorted them 
ta walk in the Spirit: For if we are not 
guided by a right Spirit, we can never 


lead a righteous Life. 


As the Seed of Sin grows and waxeth 
ſtrong in us, by our yielding to evil 
Motions 3 ſo the Seed of Grace grows 
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and waxeth ſtrong in us by the denying 
of evil Motions ; the putting off of the 
old Man, is the putting on of the new; 
and it is the new Man that makes any 
of us to be new Creatures, and to bring 
forth, in the Courle of our Lives, a new 
and heavenly Converſation. 

If we do not come to a Denial of 


evil Motions, and to live in a continual | 


Exerciſe thereof, tho? we hear Preach- 
ers all the Days of our Lives, we ſhall 
be but as a Door on the Hinges, or as 
Iſrael in the Wilderneſs, often moving, 
yet as ſhort gf a righteous Life, as 
they that then came out of Egypt were 
of having peaceable Poſſeſſions in the 
promiſed Land, 

We cannot come to a righteous Life, 
until our Lights ſhine with ſuch Bright- 
neſs, as that we can ſee the Riſing ot all 
evil Motions at a Diſtance ; for as Grace 
comes to be #ppermeſt, the Root of Ini- 
quity will be /owermoſt ;, as the one 
comes to be before our Faces, the other 
will be behind our Backs. 

Our Converſation is not in Heaven, 
till Truth comes to be in all our Words, 


£quily in all our Deeds, and Faiihfulneſ 
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in all our Promiſes; this makes the Sons 
and Daughters of Men a holy Nation, 
and a peculiar People; this makes ſuch. 
as were Heathens to be true Chriſtians 1 
and ſuch as were the vileſt of Sinners, 
worthy of the honourable Name of 
Saints, 

Whence come Pride and Haughti- 
neſs, Contention and Strife, Fraud and 
Deceit, Oppreſſion and Cruelty, but 
from the Aulbor of all Wickednels ? 
Where the Fleſh, with the Atiections 
thereot, is crucified, ſuch Things are 
not to be found; and let us pretend 
to what Religion we will, whiiſt ſuch. 
Things are praiſed, we keep alive 
what ought to be mortified. 

Where an evil Spirit 1s uppermoſt, .. 
Men know no Limit ; their Ears, Eyes, 
Tongues, Hands and Feet are at Liber 

ty to hear evil Reports, behold Vanity, 
ſpeak proudly, raſhly, unadviſedly and. 
deceitfully, to do Violence, take Bribes,, 
and go where they lit, 

But where a right Spirit rules, every 
Member of the Body is under a Limit; 
the Ear is turned from Fables, and the 
Eye from beholding Vanity; they can- 
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not, as too many do, cover, diſſemble 
and lye, to accompliſh Self. ends: Vain 
Communication is not allow'd to come 
out of their Mouths, their Hands are 
limited from taking of Bribes, uſing of 
Violence, or doing any Wrong; the 


Paths of Rioters they cannot walk in, 


but are Lovers of Righteouſneſs, and 
Haters of Iniquity in themſelves and 
others. And to this Eftate we might 
all come, by denying ſuch Motions as 
the Light of Righteouſneſs in our own 
Hearts manifeſts to be evil. 

And now my Advice to all Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity is, that inſtead of con- 
tending about Forms of Godlineſs, they 
take Heed to that in themſelves which 
leads to Godlineſs; inſtead of ſearching 
the Scriptures for a right Form, they 
would labour to live under the Govern- 
ment of a right Spirit ; for ſuch are 


deliver'd from the Power of Darkneſs, 


and return'd to Sion the City of God, 
and to the new Jeruſalem, where God is 
known and truly worſhipped. 

One Thing more I would have the 
Reader to conſider, and that is this, 
Though every Man that cometh into tbe 

World 
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World is attended with two Spirits, yet 
can he have but one Lord, and he is 

Lord that bath the whole Rule over us. 
The Right of Government in all 
Men, belongs to the eternal Spirit, that 
was with the Father before the World 
began, call'd in Scripture the Spirit of 
Chriſt , tor that in Feſus, the ſecond 
Adam, no other Spirit dwelt. He was 
not attended with two Spirits, as the 
Off-ſpring of fallen Adam are : He had 
not in himſelf Light and Darkneſs, 
Good and Evil, a Seed of Grace, and 
a Seed of Sin: But be was (as the Scrip- 
ture ſaith) ful! of Grace, and full of 
Truth. In him was Life, even the Life 
that the firſt Adam loſt, a Spring of 
Righteouſneſs; and this Life he retain'd, 
though his Temptations fat exceeded 
thoſe of Eve: And ſo did keep out the 
evil Spirit, which is the Author of all 
Wickedneſs, tho? he lived many Years 
on Earth, and met with many Provoca- 
tions; he was in the whole Courſe of his 
Life humble, lowly, meek, merciful, 
patient, peaceable, juſt and faithful, 
and therein fulfilled all Righteoulneſs, 
and ſo did the Will of God on Earth. 
C 6 And 
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And the Szed of Grace in every Man, 
is one in Nature with the Fulneſs that 
_ dwelt in him; and as this Seed ſprings 
in any of us. and grows to Strength 
and Stature, it make us conformable 
to his Image. The more Grace any 
Man hath, the more humble, meek and 
merciful he is; the more Light any of 
us have, the greater Diſcovery it makes 
of what is amiſs in ourſelves and others; 
the more Truth dwells in us, the leſs 
Fraud and Deceit is wrought by us. 

And as we walk in the Light, we ſhall 
grow in Grace, and add to our Faith 
. Virtue, Knowledge, Temperance, Pa- 
tience, Godlineſs, Brotherly - kindneſs 
and Charity; by which (as Peter ſaid) 
an Entrance will be miniſtred unto us 
abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
Chriſt. A right Spirit will come to be 
exalted in us, and to have the alone 
Rule and Government over us; and 
under the Government of a right Spirit, 
we ſhall bring forth a right Converſa- 
tion, acceptable in the Sight of God, 

Now the Prince of Darkneſs being 
an Enemy to all Righteouſneſs, uſeth 
all Endeavours to blind the Eyes of our 


_ Underſtanding, 
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Underſtanding, and to keep us Stran- 
gers to this righteous Seed, which is the 
Spring of all Grace aad YViriue, that he 
may draw us away from God and all 
Godlineſs: And as ſuch as walk in the 
Light of the Lord add Yirtze to Virtue, 
until they are filled with Righteouſneſs ; 
ſo ſuch as follow the Leadings of an 
evil Spirit, add Vice to Vice, until they 
come to be filled with Wickedneſs ; and 
all ſuch have likewiſe but one Lord, 
the Prince of the Power of Darkneſs 
hath the whole Rule over them. And 
theſe two States are called in Scripture 
Life and Death. 

Every Man, as he cometh into the 
World hath, as I may lay, Life and 
Salvation before him, Death and De- 
ſtruction behind him, and both at a 
Diſtance from him : He hath allo a 
good Spirit to conduct him in the Way 
of Life and Salvation, and an evil Spirir 
waits to lead him in Paths of Death 
and Deftruction z and moſt Men are 
Strangers to both, although they be in 
them. And the Preaching of the Goſpel 
was, and ought ſtill to be, For the Open- 
ing of ſuch blind Eyes, io ſee the Working 
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theſe two Spirits in themſelves, and the 

adings thereof, that we might turn from 
the Evil, and become Followers of that 
whith is good, that he, whoſe Right it is, 
might come io have the Rule in us and 
over Ws. 

And certain I am, that tho? many are 
ignorant of theſe Things, many may be 
found that have ſome Sight, ſome Senſe, 
and fome Feeling of the eternal Spirit 
of Jeſus: They have the Knowledge 
of ſomething in themſelves that calls for 
juſt Weights and an equal Balance, for 
doing unto all Men as they would be 
done by, for Truth in their Words, and 
Faithfulneſs in their Promiſes 3 ſo that 
did they keep to this, they would follow 
a right Guide, and the Seed of Grace 
would grow, Truth and Faithfulneſs 
would grow, Knowledge, Temperance, 
Patience, Brotherly-kindneſs and Cha- 
rity would grow; and we ſhould find 
in ourſelves, that an Entrance into the 
Kingdom of Cbriſt would be abundantly 
miniſtred. | 

But whilſt the evil Spirit remains 
wnmortify'd, Self ſtands in our Way, and 
to accompliſh Self-ends, an equal Bal- 
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lance is noi kept, Juſtice is not done, 


Equity is not performed, Promiſes are 
not kept, Undertakings are not faith. 
fully managed, the Faſhions and Cuſ- 
toms of this finful World are vt for- 
ſaken ; and that hinders the Growth of 
the righteous Seed : For as there was no 
bringing down of the Canaanites whilſt 
there was an arcurſed Thing in the 
Camp; ſo there is no bringing down 
the Strength of Sin whilſt we have more 
Regard to Self than a Saviour; and that 
which manifeſts Self is Light, by it we 
ſee to what every evil Motion doth lead, 
and walking in the Light, we walk in 
the Way of God's Salvation. 

But fone may ſay of this eternal 
Light, as wicked Men and Sons of Be- 
lial ſaid of Saul, the Choſen of the 


Lord, How ſhall this Man ſave us ? 


What can the taking heed to this Light 
advantage us? We find in ourſelves Re- 
bukes for Sin, but we find nothing in 
ourſelves to ſave us from Sin, | 
To all ſuch I have this to ſay, Chriſt 

was given to the Gentiles for a Light 
and for a Leader. Whilſt we are in the 
Nature of the Gentiles, whilſt we 22 
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after the Fleſh, whilſt we follow evil 
Motions, we are departed from God, 
we are Aliens from the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael, and are Strangers to the new 
Covenant that God made with the 
Houſe of Jacob; and in that State we 
cannot know Chriſt the Saviour of the 
World, any otherwiſe than a Reprover ; 
but thoſe Reproofs being Repiooſs of 
Inſtruction, are the Way to Life, even to 
that Lite that the firit Adam through 
Tranſgreſſion loſt. 

For if at thoſe Reprooſs we turn 
from ſuch Things as we are reproved 
for, whether it be idle Communication, 
intemperate Living, unjuſt Dealing, Pride, 
Paſſion, or any other Vice, that the evil 
Spirit of this World leads unto; and 
follow after Righteouſneſs, doing ſuch 
Things as are juſt, upright, hone/t, and 
of good Report, Rebukes will ceaſe, and 
our Reprover will become our Leader ; 


that which was behind our Backs, will. 


be before our Faces, and that which 
would have led us, will purſue us, as 


\ Pharaoh purſued Iſrael, to bring us 


back to. our old Manner of Living 
again, and then we ſhall find Chriſt to 
| be 
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be our Saviour, As many as followed 
Saul, ſaw how he ſaved them from their 
outward Enemies; and'all that come to 
be Followers of the eternal Spirit of 
Teſus, do ſee how he ſaves them from 
ſpiritual Enemies, 

Whilſt we follow Motions of Sin, we 
follow a wrong Guide, and in that Path 
we may know the prevailing Power of 
Sin, but can never know the reſtraining 
Power of Grace, 

Ic is to as many as receive Chriſt that 
he gives Power, and none receive him 
but ſuch as turn from their Iniquities at 
his Reproof, and confide in him for a 
Saviour; ſuch truly believe in his Name. 

grant, that the Shining of an in- 
ward Light, which is the firſt Manifeſt- 
ation of Chriſt to the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men, ſecms at firſt ſmall. and 
powerleſs, and ſo doth our firſt Motions 
to Sin; but follow ſuch ſinful Motions 
as far as they will lead, and we ſhall 
find them powerful enough: May not 
many be found at this Day, even 
amongſt us who are called Chriſtians, fo 
captivated under the Power of Sin, that 
a Bond- Aave, who 1 is held in Chains of 
Iron, 


$0 3 


Iron, can eaſier break his Bonds, ariſe, | 


depart, and return unto his native 
Country, than they can ceaſe from Ini- 

Ity, riſe from their Fall, and lead a 

ver, righteous, godly Life. 

And if the Szed of Sin comes by our 
following the Motions thereof, to have 
ſuch Power over us, why may not the 
Seed of Grace, if we return thereunto 
and become Followers thereof, have as 
much Power over us. 

Undoubtedly John, who had travel- 
led from Death to Life, and was an Eye- 
witneſs of Things as they were in the 
Beginning, felt in himſelf ſuch a Power 
when he ſaid, Whoſoever is born of God, 
doth not commit Sin, for his Seed remains 
in bim, and he cannot fin, And many 
living Witneſſes may be found, at this 
Day, who can ſay from a ſenſible Ex- 
perience, That where this righteous Seed 
i riſen, and comes to have Dominion, tt 
. is ſo powerful and reftraining, that they 
cannot be unjuſt in their Dealings, nor 
unfaithful in 4beir Promiſes z they cannot 
tell an Untruth, though never ſo much to 
their outward Advantage; they cannot be 
intemperate, waſting ihe good * 

that 


Ss 


that God hath given for our Noariſhment, 


by exceſſive Eating and Drinking ; they 
cannot oppreſs the Poor, the Widow, 
and Fatherleſs, nor take by Violence that 
which they have no Right unto : The 


ſmall Seed in them is become the falleſt 


of Herbs, and hath as much Power 
over them, as Sin hath over ſuch who 
dwell therein. 

Theſe are, as the Colaſſians were, de- 
livered from the Power of Darkneſs; 
theſe have, as the Philippians had, thelr 
Converſation in Heaven ; theſe glorify 
God in their Lives, and ſo anſwer the 
End of their Creation. 

Much Preaching hath made many 
godly Talkers ; but it is Grace in the 

cart, and Truth in our inward Parts, 
that makes godly Livers ; and to a 
Fulneſs of this heavenly Treaſure no 
Man can attain, but by denying ſuch 
Motions as the eternal Light of Righe 
teouſneſs in our i#ward Parts, ſhews us 


to be unjuſt and diſhoneſt ; for in deny- 


ing the Evil, we chooſe the Good; and 
as the Growth of Sin ſtands in our ill- 
doing, fo the Growth of Grace ſtands in 
our well-doing. 


Our 
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Our Anceſtors have told us, That 
there was more Honeſty and Plain deal- 
ing among ſt Men in Ages paſt, when there 
was leſs Preaching, than can be found 
among ft Men now. And their Saying ! 
can eaſily believe; knowing that it is 
a true Self-denial, and not the Hearing 
of Preachers, that muſt ortify Sin, 
change our Natures, and make us new 
Creatures, which is the Ground of all 
Honeſty and Plain dealing. 

And of this true Self-dental, Jam apt 
to think, we have much leſs than 
former Generations had; for we ſee, 
tho* Preaching abounds, Pride, covetous 
Practices, with many other Vices, ſuaper- 
abound; and the Reaſon to me is this, 
Conformity to outward Forms of Wor— 
ſhip, being more taking with People 
than the ſtrait Gate and narrow Way of 
Self- denial, hath in our preſent Age got- 
ten the Name of Religion, Chriſtianity, 
and true Godlineſs : Inſomuch, that 
ſhould a Man add to his Faith Virtue, 
and all other Graces, -by which an En- 
trance into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
Chriſt is abundantly miniſtred, if there 


be not withal a Conformity to ſome o. 


ward 
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«ward Way of Worſhip, he ſhall not 
paſs for a godly Man. Nay, tho? his 
Converſation be never ſo heavenly ; tho? 
he be humble, lowly, meek, patient, 
peaceable 3 though Truth be in all his 
Woras, Equity and Faithfulneſs in all 
his Deeds; tho' he vi/ts the Fatherleſs 
and the Widow, and keeps himſelf un- 
ſpolled from the World; ik he be not 


in the Ex rciſe of ſome ee Form 


of Godlineſs, he ſhall not be counted 

religious, nor hardly a Chriſtian.“ 
Conformity in every Sect, Opinion or 
Perſwaſion, is become the Character of 
a religious Man, and the only Band of 
Unity and Brotherhood; it this fail, 
there ſoon comes an Eftrangedneſs : And 
ſo there is much preſſing into Conformi- 
lies, but little minding the Mortification 
of Sin, in order to a Life of Righteouſ- 
neſs, But let our Zeal for Conformity be 
never ſo much, it is he that ordereth his 
Converſation 


— 


* But it is not hereby intended to diſcourage 
the Aſſemibling of ourſelves together, for the 
publick Worſhip ot Almighty God, agrecable 
to the Advice of the Apoltle, Zeb, x. 25. 
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Converſation aright, that ſhall ſee the 
Salvation of God. 

The Conformity that the living Lord 
requires, is a Conformity to the Image 
of Chriſt in the Courſe of our Lives, to 
be holy as he was holy; without which 
we cannot be, as the primitive Chriſ- 
tians were, of the Houſhold of God; we 
are not come to the new Feruſalem, and 
ſo cannot be Fellow-Citizens with Saints, 
Though we bear the primitive Chriſtians 
Name, we are not in the primitive 
Chriſtians Nature ; the Firſt-born is not 
ſo brought down, as to have a right 
Spirit alone to rule in us, and to have 
the Dominion over us. 

If the Sayings contained in this Book 
feem ſtrange unto the Reader, it is be- 
cauſe the Reader is a Stranger to the 
primitive Chriſtians Life : If he who 
was their Head and Leader, were be- 
come ours ; had we Fellowſhip with 
them, as they had with Chriſt ; we 
ſhould have an Echo in ourſelves, an- 
ſwering to what is here ſaid ; our Hearts 
would ſay, I is ſo. | 

And the Way to come to their righ- 
tesus Life, is to walk in the Light, de- 


ny ing 
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nying and turning from the leaſt Thing 


that it ſhall manifeſt unto us to be evil: 
At the Beginning of our Journey, it 
will ſeem a ſtrait and narrow Way; 
but after we have travelled on a 
while, we ſhall run therein with great 
Delight. For the Kingdom of Heaven, 
or Chriſt's Government by his eternal 
Spirit in the Hearts of his People, doth 
not conſiſt of Righteouſneſs alone : The 
Righteouſneſs that proceeds from a 
right Spirit, is accompany*d with Peace 
and Joy : As Ill-doing is attended with 
Trouble and Sorrow, Well-doing is at- 
tended with Peace and Foy. All the 
Pleaſures of Wickedneſs, that the whole 
World aftords, 1s not to be compared 
to the Joys of a righteous Life. Every 
evil Motion we deny, in Obedience unto 
Chriſt, affordeth a ſuperior Joy. to that 
a Warrior hath in Battle, when his 
Enemy flies before him. | 
The Fews counted themſelves more 
holy than the Gentiles, tho* both made 
of one Blood 3 and as both were the 
Off-ſpring of Adam, both had in them- 
ſelves Good and Evil. But to the Fews 
the Lord gave Laws, Staiutes, and Fude- 
' - ments, 


2 - m— — o — - . 
—— — = 

0 —— — — a — — — — = — * — — — 

——ä—ä—ꝓ — — — . ] 2 — cc —— ́—! D) * Py 


— 


62 | 
ments, for a Rule of Righteouſneſs ; and 
they conforming thereunto in Worſhip 
and outward Services, counted them. 
ſelves, as we who are called Chriſtians 
do,  bolier than the Heathen. 

But this was a Self- Perſwaſion in the 
Jeus, and no better in us who are called 
Chriſtians, whilſt we continue in a State 
of Degeneration: For no outward Con- 
formity, without inward Sanctifi cation, 
can make any Man holy, and no Man 
is ſanctiſied, till Sin is mortified. 

When the Heathen, thro? the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, turned from their 
Darkneſs, and came to be Followers 
of the eternal Spirit, thert by mortify ing 
the Strength of Sin, they were more 
holy than many of the Jews, and called 
by the beſt Apoſtle Saints ; which was 
more ſuitable than the Name of Chri/- 
tians ; which was at firſt given in Deri- 
ſion to the Followers of Chriſt, by the 
unconverted Heathen at Antioch, and 
but once ſincerely mentioned in all the 
Scripture; but the Name of Saints is 
peculiar to all truly ſanctified Souls. 

As Circumciſion gave many the Name 
of Jews, ſo the imitating of Foby's 

| | Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm hath given many the Name of 
Chriſtians ; but nothing can give Jet 
or. Chriſtian the Name of a Saint in 
Truth, but an Heart made Pars „ſingle, 
upright and honeſt, through the Mor- 
ofhcation” of Bid, Calld in Serißtore the 
Baptiſm of the" Hoty Ghoſt ; for that is 
effected not by any 2 Means, but 
by our walking Ae the Holy Ghoſt : N 
'Till-this is wrought, though we have 
Cbriſtian Name, we "cor bring 
forth a heavenly Gonberſation, and o 
te Name profircth lite. 
For we wie 4fe © called ch lan, as 
we are born intô the World, have in 
oörſelves a Steg ot Sin as well as others, 
_ for want of faithful Weeders to root 
Vice as it e 8 7 Iniquity, grows 
that Height, that nothing ſeſs than 
the powerful Spirit” 27 Cbriſt can bring 
it down ; * and from ſuch who remain 
Strangers ro the Working of this Spirit 
a Cry hath gone forth, Tha! there 75 n 
Freedom from Sin on this Side the Grave: 


But the Colo/ans, who were delivered 


trom the Power of Darkneſs, knew 
better Things; and ſo ſhould we, if we 
did“ turn: from Tniquity, acquaint out- 

D ſclves 


h 
ſelves. w Wee; 28 [9 and walk in 


Newneſ. 


A. mal ares Number at this Day 
bear the Chriſtian Name, tor that it is 


eaſily obtained; nothing is required at 


the receiving of it but Fromiſes : But 
mag) is, the Number of Fainus, for that 


o Man can be a Saint but by a Per- 
fan of thoſe Pramiſes; and, ibat no 
Man can do, until we turn to that in 
ourſelves. which man 1 the Works 


of the Devil, and on iſcovery thereof, 
deny, turn from, and quite forſake 
them. By taking this. Way, and uſing 


this Means, Sin will certainly be mor- 


tified, the Soul /anfified,; and ſuch; as 
were Sinners will, come to be Saints. 

But as. nothing diſcouraged the Camp 
of Jrael from going up to. poſſeſs the 
Land of Canaan, more than the Report 
that ten Spies gave of the Strength of 
the People that dwelt therein; ſo nothing 
diſcourageth awaken'd Souls from preſ- 
ſing after a Life of Rightequſneſs,. more 
than the Report that hath. been given by 
Profeſſors of Godlineſs, concerning the 
Strength of Sin, that it could not he over- 
come; 1 they that ſo. reported, Dyer 

made 


| 


— 
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ſubdue it, for we ſtrengthen what we 


n 
made Trial in the Way of God's Sal. 
valion. | | | 
All the Spies ſpake well of the Land, 
as all Sorts of Prople now ds of a ſober, 
righteous, godly Life and Converſa- 
tion: All will commend Humility, 
Meekneſs, Moderation, Temperance,' 
Patience, Chaſtity, and, above all, 
plain, upright, honeſt, juſt Dealings, 
though they do not prazfiſe it; and 
nothing hindets but this, the evil Spirit 
of this World is uppermoſt, and few en- 
deavour in God's Way to bring it down. 
Had the Camp of Jae! made them 
a Captain, and gone back into Egypt, 
they could never have ſubdued the Ca- 
naaniles: And whilſt we allow ourſelves 
to live in Sin, it is impoſſible we ſhould 


ſhould mortiſy. The Canaanites were 
made weak by a War, and ſo muſt the 
Strength of Sin, with this Difference, 
theirs was an actual Wan, and ours muſt 
be defenſive. When by the Candle of 
the Lord, that ſhines in our Souls, we 
ſee an aſpiring Thought, a !u/tful Deſire, 
a covetous Inclination, or any other ai!” 
Motion; if we ſtand on our Guard, 
D 2 and 
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and deny it Entrance into our Affection, 
it will retreat, and after many Attempts is 
being ſtill put back, will hardly at- 2 
tempt any more; at moſt, the Motions 
thereof will be but weak. j 
Whilſt there was an accurſed Thing i \ 
in the Camp, the Enemy prevailed, and | ; 
Iſrael retreated : And ſo it is at this i 
Day; if we cover, if we hide, if we \ 
Juſtify what our own Hearts condemn, | 
the Evil prevails, and the Good retreats. 
| 
| 


Let us but accuſtom ourſelves to true 
Denials, and the, Strength of Sin will, 
from Day to Day, be weaken'd , and 
as Joſhua and Caleb ſaid, The Lord will 
be. with us; his Grace will be in our 
[| Hearts, and his Fear before our Eyes, 
Truth, Equity and Honeſty will be p- 
* permoſt ; and then it will be as eaſy to 
1 lead a ſober, righteous, godly Lite as 
it ever it was to live a looſe and ungodly 
| Life ; For tho' ſomething of Sin may 
remain in us, as ſome of the Canaanites 
| remain'd in the good Land, it will be 
[{ powerleſs as they were; and all our 
Members that were Servants to Sin, will 
become Servants to Righteouſneſs, as it | 
|| is 
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is written, The Elder ſhall ſerve the 
Younger. 

But if we rebel againſt the Lord, by 
Joining with Motions of Sin, as many 
who are call'd Chriſtians, as well as Hea- 
thens, do, this War will be over before 
it is begun; that which is uppermoſt, 
will continue ſo; and as we live, ſo we 
ſhall die, receiving Wages not accord- 
ing to our Hords, but according to our 
Works : And then we ſhall know that 
a Chriſtian Name, without a Chriſtian 
Converſation, will ſtand us in litile ſtead ; 
for it is not he that is overcome, but he 
that overcometh, that the ſecond Death 
ſhall not hurt. 
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BIS HOP of CRETE: 


O R. 

The ANCIENT CHRISTIANS 
Principle, or Rule of good Living, 
revivd and brought to Light, 
through the continued Appearance 
and Operation of 


Inward aud Spiritual Grace, 
SET: FORTH | 

By ANSWERS to Nine weighty 
QUESTIONS, with all Brevity 
and Plainneſs, Worthy to be taken 
Notice of by the whole Creation of 
Mankind, and is of ſpecial Uſe to as 
many as are awaken'd unto Righ- 
teoufneſs, and defire ro know the 
Way of Gop's Salvation. 


By HUGH TURFORD. 
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TO THE 
READER. 


AA OST Men have learned to ſpeak 
dell of Grace, but few of them 
can tell us what it is, or where it 
may be found : Many will acknowledge it 
to be the Gift of God ; yet think to have it 
from the Lips of Men: Many are per- 
ſwaded, that all Wickedneſs is for Want 
of Grace ; yet, through their Ignorance, 
ſlight the Appearances thereof in them- 
ſelves:: Many are convinced, that there 
is a Sufficiency therein, were it before 
Mens Faces, to preſerve them from great 
Sins; but cannot believe there is a Suffi- 
ciency therein io ſave from any Sin. 
Which plainly ſhews, that their ſpeaking: 
well of Grace is from Hear-ſay, and not 
rom Experience. 
This liitle Treatiſe ſheweth, what Grace 
is, where u may be found, and bow it 
D- 5 comss 
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comes to be before Mens Faces; that it is 
the only Saviour from Sin, and ſo the true 
Salvation. For whoſoever is ſaved from 
Sin here, ſhall certainly be ſaved from 
Death and Condemnation hereafter : And 
that many may come to be Witneſſes of this 
Salvation, is the Deſire of. 


H. F. 


BIS HOP of CRETE 


AU TL, an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, 
writing to Titus the firſt Biſhop 
of Crete, had this Saying. 
The Grace of God, that bringeth Salva- 
tion, hath appeared unto all Men, teaching 
us, that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly 
and godly in this preſent World. 
From which weighty Sayings theſe 
following Queſtions ariſe. 
Queſt. 1. bat is the Grace of God? 
Anſw. The Grace of God, that bring- 
eth Salvation, is no leſs than a divine 
Inſpiration, the Gift of God to the Sons 
—1 Daughters of _ an Adverſary to 


the 
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the Devil, a Deſtroyer of Sin, and the 


only Saviour of Mankind there from. 


The Gift of Grace, under the Goſpel 
Adminiſtration, is the fulfilling of that 
promiſed Covenant which God, by the 
Mouth of his Prophet Jeremiah, pro- 
miſed to make with the Houſe of Jacob, 
which was, That he would write his Law 
in their Hearts, and put bis Spirit in their 
inward Paris; that his People might 
have a Rule of Righteouſneſs in them- 
ſe]ves to guide their Steps by. 

As the Princes of the Earth rule and 
govern their People by an outward 
Law, ſo the Lord reſolved to rule 
and govern his People by an inward 
Law: They ſhould have no Need to 
turn over the Leaves of a Book, as the 
Seed of Abraham, under the firſt Cove- 
nant, had, to know how they ſhould 
walk in right Paths; but they ſhould 
know, by looking into their own 
Hearts, what was right, and what was 
wrong; What they might do, and what 
they ſhould leave undone ; what was 
juſt, and what was unjuſt; what was 


" pleaſing to God, and what was not. : 


Fo this Law is a Light, that enlightens 
| Men's 


ſwept out. 
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Men's Souls, as the Sun in the Firma- 
ment enlighteneth our Houſes, ſhewing 
what is clean, and what is wnclean ; 
what may remain, and what is to be 


For as God made Man in the Begin- 
ning humble, lowly, meek, merciful, 
pure, peaceable, juſt and faithful; ſo 
he would have all Men to be. But 
foraſmuch as nothing leſs than the good 
Spirit of God, in the inward Parts of 
Man, can reduce any of us to ſuch a 
Qualification, God hath given to every 
Man a Meaſure thereof, to enlighten 
their Underſtandings, and to guide them 
in the Path of Life and Salvation; and 
this Meaſure being the free Gift of God, 
is by the Apoſtle in the Text, and many 
other Places of Scripture, call'd Grace, 

Queſt. 2. Where aath the Grace of 
God, that brizgeth Salvation, appear? 

Anſw. The great God, in his infinite 
Wiſdom and everlaſting Love, hath 
placed his royal Seed and Plant of Re- 
nown in the Hearts. of the Sons and. 
Daughters of Men, for that is the chief 
Garriſon of the Soul; there the Grace 
of God, that bringeth Salvation, may 

| be 
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be found; from thence, until it come 
to be vail'd by Clouds of Iniquity, it 
ſhews itſelf a Witneſs againſt all Un- 
righteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs. 

As every evil Motion and Tempta. 
tion that leads to Sin, appears within ; 
ſo the Grace of God, that is given to 
Men to ſave from Sin, appears alſo 
within, 

There is not a Man born into the 
World, if he have liv'd to commit Sin, 
but hath felt and known in himſelf Re- 
bukes for Sin; and theſe Rebukes are 
the Appearances of Grace, and call'd in 
Scripture Light, and true Light, for that 
it manifeſts every Work of Darkneſs ; 
it ſhews us both when and wherein we 
have done amiſs: And this it hath been 
in all Ages. 

God hath not in any Age left himſelf 
without a Witne/s in the Hearts of 
Men, to declare his Righteouſneſs, 
Truth and Faithfulneſs. But there is 
as much Difference between the A 


pearance of Grace, and the Power of | 


Grace to Salvation, the Light ot Righ- 


teouſneſs, and that Fulneſs which enables | 
us to lead a Lite of Righteouſneſs, as is 
| between 
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between a Seed that is ſown, and the 
Herb when *tis comme to full Growth; 
but the one leads to the other: And it 
is he that attains to the Fulneſs of Grace, 
that comes to lead a ſober, righteous, 
godly Life in this preſent World. 

It was ſaid of Feſus, the ſecond Adam, 
That be was full of Grace; and we may 
believe it from the Fruits he brought 
forth in this Life: He was humble, 
lowly, meek, patient, peaceable, juſt 
and faithful; he reſiſted the Devil in 
all his Temptations, led a blameleſs 
Life, fulfill'd all Righteouſneſs, and in 
the whole Courſe of his Life retain'd 
what the firſt Adam ſoon loſt, namely, 
the Image of God: And whoſoever grows 
in Grace until he attains to his Stature, 
namely, to be filled therewith, may be 
called as Job was, A perfeft Man. 

And as the Appearances of Grace are 
inward, ſo is all its Diſcoveries, Revela- 
tions and Teachings ; whoſoever applies 
himſelf to Man for a right Knowledge 
of the Things of God, goes to a wrong 
School; For, as Paul truly ſaid, tbat 
which may be known of God, is manifeſt 

The 
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The Proud, the Covetous, the En- 
vious, and other ungodly Perſons, may 
for a Time, and a long Time, have the 
Appearances of Grace; they may have 
Rebukes for Sin, but if by ſuch Re- 
bukes they do not learn Righteouſneſs, 
they grow not in Grace, neither doth 
Grace grow in them; all ſuch hide 
their Talent, and in Time, for want of 
Improvement, come to have it quite 
taken from them; and being left Grace- 
leſs, lead a wicked and ungodly Life in 
this preſent World. 

Queſt. 3. J the Grace of God ap- 
pears unto all, and if there be a Suffi- 
ciency therein to mate Men godly, How 
comes it to paſs, that there are ſo many 
ungodly ?' 

Anſw. As the Grace of God. that 
bringeth Salvation, appears unto all 
Men, ſo Motions of Sin, that lead to 
Deſtruction, appear. unto all Men, and 
commonly make the firſt Appearance, 
All Men have evil Motions and Tempt- 
ations in themſelves to Sin, before they 
are acquainted with. any Rebukes in 
themſelves for Sin; and the Work of 


the Devil is to make forbidden "Things: 


appear 
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appear deſirable, the World and the Va- 
nities thereof to be full of Pleaſantneſs: 
And as our Affections come to be taken 
therewith, as we make the World our 
Delight, and purſue after it, we depart 
from God; and tho' Grace may make 
many Appearances, though the' good 
Spirit ot God may long ſtrive with us, 
tho? we have in ourſelves many Checks 
and Rebukes, and are thereby made 
ſenſible that our Ways and our Doings 
diſpleaſe God, yet are we prone to per- 
ſevere therein; and through a conti- 
nued Perſeverance, Sin grows and comes 
to have Dominton over us: And the 
Devil making one ungodly Perſon a 


Bait to catch another, is the very Cauſe 


why: we have ſo many ungodly Livers 
in the World. 

The further any Man goeth from 
God and Godlineſs, the leſs Deſire he 
hath to return; and the more Delight 
we take in the Vanities of this World, 
the leſs Felicity we behold in the 
Things of God. And as long as one 
Spark of Grace remains, the Devil will 
follow all ſuch with his Temptations ; 
for that he can call none really his own, 

until 
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until they become quite graceleſs; an 
many ſuch graceleſs Ones would be ap 


dout a King; or as the Inhabitants ol 


Righteouſneſs, makes any of us differ 
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parently found, were not Wickedneſ W 
limited by an outward Law. Sir 


Were we, as I/rael once was, with 


* be — 10 
Laiſh, who had no Magiſtrate in thꝗ h. 
Land, to put them to Shame for ami , 


Thing; we ſhould find many who benf /, 
the Chriſtian Name to be of the Devil V 
Nute, working all manner of Wick. 2 
edc. Am! ſo it hwnly concerns 2 
Who have the Appearances of Grace, 
from the Rebukes thereof to Jeart 
Righteauſneſs, that it may grow it 
them, and be their Guide: For no- 
thing but Grace, and Obedience unto} t. 


from the worſt of Men in vile Actions t 
for as all Righteouſneſs proceeds from 
a Fulnels of Grace, ſo the Aboundingfi 2 
of Wickedneſs is through a Deprivation} r 
of Grace. as? : 
Queſt. 4. What Manner of Salvation 

Goth the Grace of God. bring? 

Anſw. As the Appearances of Grace 
are Rebukes for Sin, ſo the Salvation, 
that Grace brings, is a ſaving from mw | 
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ny If Grace teacheth Men to live ſoberly, 
e aß righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
unel World, Grace faves good Men from 
Jin in this preſent World. 
vich We read of an Angel that appear'd 
ts ON to Joſeph, ſaying, Fear not to take unto 
thell thee Mary thy Wife, for that whichy 1s 
an conceived in ber, is of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
bez ſhe ſhall bring forth a 500 and thou 
” ſhalt call his yt Tesvs, for he ſhall 
Ive bis People trom their Sins. 
> Nothing defaceth the Image of God 
in Man but Sin, nor can any thing re- 
cover that Image again, but our being 
ſaved from Sin. 

The Mortification of Sin brings Men 
to their Beginning : The more humble, 
lowly, meek and merciful any Man is, 
the more he reſembles his Maker; the 
more patient, peaceable, juſt, upright, 
and faithful any Man be found, the 
more conformable he is to the Life 
and Nature of Chriſt. 

Paul told the Epheſians, that they 
| were ſaved by Grace; and what were 
ace they ſaved trom, but from the Power 
da of Sin and Satan? And where was this 


"I Grace but in their pwn Hearts ? Before 
they 
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they came, through turning from their 
Iniquities, to have Grace in their Hearts, 
they walked, as Thouſands now do, 
according to the Courſe of the World, 
not denying, but fulfilling the Deſires of 
their Minds ; and all ſuch are, as they 
then were, without Chri/t, without Light, 
without Life, without the Senle or Feel. 
ing of any thing in them that was of 
God; Aliens from the Government of 
Chriſt's eternal Spirit in their inward 
Parts, and Strangers from the promiſed 


than the ungodly Men of this Age do. 
But when they came to be quictned 
by Chriſt, and to have in their own 
Hearts his good Spirit, and to be led 
thereby, they were ſaved from Sin, they 
came to have new Natures, and ſo to be 
new Creatures; and then they were no 
longer Strangers to Chriſt's Govern- 
ment by a Law in themſelves, but 
Subjects to Righteouſneſs, Citizens with 


bleſſed State we might all come, did we 
but embrace the Gift of God for our 
Salvation, and give ourſelves up to be 
1 tis taught 


Covenant; knowing no more of a Law} 
in their Hearts to guide their Steps by, 


Saints, and of God's Family. To which. 
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taught and guided thereby; which 
eir would be our Wiſdom, ſince nothing. 
ts, elſe can ſubdue Satan, ſaver from Sin, 
and enable us to live ſoberly, 1ighte- 
1d, ouſly and godly in this preſent World. 
ot Saving from Sin, on this Side the 
1ey [Grave, may to ſuch as are Stranger: 
br, Ito God's Salvation, ſeem an incredible. 
el. Thing; but were they ſo well acquaint- 
of Jed with the Power of Grace, as too 
of many are with the Strength of Sin, they 
ard would ſay, Chriſt's Yoke was eaſy. 
ſed Hath it not been the Saying of many 
aw ungodly Men, That they would amend 
by, heir Lives, if they bad but Power. 
: Where any Heart, through a Perſe- 
ned (yerance in Sin, comes to be filled with 
wn Uarighteouſneſs, Sin and Satan hath 
led Iſuch Power over the Faculties of their 
ey Pouls, that they cannot reſiſt evi] Mo- 
be tions and Temptations; but muſt yield 
no [thereunto, and ſuffer themſelves to be 
rn- Jed away thereby, though they know it 
zur I to evil Practices. 
ith & And if Sin hath ſuch Bie over 
ngodly Men, why may not Grace have 
is much Dominion over godly Men? 
urely good Joſeph found ſuch a Power 
in 
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in his Soul, when be ſaid, How can I dy 
this Evil, and fin againſt God, 

Grace being a divine Inſpiration, 
commands the Hearts of all good Men, 
and the Heart being the chief Garriſon 
of the Soul, commands every Member 
of the Body; holding them in with Bit 
and Bridle. 

The Ear of a gracious'Man is n 
from hearkening to Fables and evil 
Reports; his Eye is turned afide from 
gazing upon Vanity; his Tongue is not 
ſuffer*d to Curſe, Swear, Lye, or to be 
employed in any idle Communication; 
the Hand is limited from taking of 
Bribes to pervert Juſtice, and from 
taking by Violence, or otherwiſe, any 
Thing that is not our own; the Feet 


are reſtrained from going with the on 


Drunkard to Exceſs, or with a lewd 
Woman to the Chambet of ' Wanton- 
neſs, or with rude Perſons to Rioting, .. 
Revelling, or any other rude Exerciſe. 
And by this Dominion that Grace comes 
to have over us, the Lord ſaves his 
People from their Sins. And as we live 
in Subjection to this Power, we are Ser- 
vants to another Prince; Sin and Satan 

have 
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do a ve loſt their Dominion over us: And 
his is God's Salvation; by this we 
", come to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
n, godly :1 in this preſent World, ' 
on' | Queſt: 3. No did the Apoſtle mean 
der Iuben he ſaid, Teaching us; was it the 
Bit urid in general, or ' my ſome Parti- . 
alars ? | 
ul Y | Anfiws.. Chriſt was given as a Lipht 
vil Ita the Gentiles, to which as they became 
om ſobedient, he was alſo their Leader out 
ot all Ungodlineſs, and they came to 
live under the Government of his eternal 
pirit in their own Hearts; for ſuch 
only the Lord ons for his People, and 
dm none but ſuch can call him Lord” in 
ny Truth. 
et | Grace appears unto: > all Men z every 
the one that is born into the World hath a 
wa Light in his Soul, that ſhews him the 
N- Motions of Sin, and rebukes him when 
and as oft as he yields thereunto. 
le. All Righteouſneſs is learned out of 
nes the: Book of the Law when it comes 
his to be written in our Hearts; but that 
We Law being the Law of: the Spirit of 
r ile, we muſt be 1 by Chriſt, | 
tan and | 
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and have the Spirit ot Life, before we 
can learn from that Lam. 
Our Anceſtots made it their Concern 
to teach Youth; govd Manners, as Tem. 
erance, Moderation, Chaſtity, civil 
haviour, to be dutifal to Parents, to 
ſhew. Reſpect to their Elders, to be cir- 
cumſpeF in their Communication, ift 
to hear, ſow to ſpeak, to anſwer with 
Meckoeſs and Gravity, to be 7rue to 
their, Truſtz, faithful in their Promiſes, 
juſt. in their Dealings, keeping to their 
Mord in all Things, that their Word 
might be taken in all Cafes without 
Doubt or Scruple; every one to knuw 
their Place, and abide thereiagn. 
Now as we turn from Ungodlineſs to 
Sobriety, we bring forth all theſe Fruits 
in, our Lives; for Grace teacheth all 
this, and much more: But ſince ve 
find fo few thus qualified, we may cer- 
tainly conclude, that tho* Grace appears 
unto all, all are not obedient thereco.. 
Queſt, 6. ÜVe muſt confeſs that we bave 
known inward Rebukes:for:Sin ;\we'bave 
been check'd, reprov'd, and convicted in 
ourſelves after ue baue done amiſs's but 
we bave not found any Tbing in and of 
ourſelves, 
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well ourſelves, when ſtrong Motions and Tempt- 
ations bave ariſen in our Minds, to re- 

ml rain us with Bit and Bridle from doin 
mn. amiſs; and to deny Ungodlineſi and Worldly 
vil Luſts in our own Strength, ſeems too hard 
to for any Mortal; eſpecially when any 
ir. lordly Sin hath got the Dominion over us : | 
iſt hat can we do in ſuch a Caſe *? 1 
th Anfw. Could Man in his own Strength 
to deliver his Soul from under the Power 
e of Sin and Satan, return unto God, and 
eir lead a ſober, righteous, godly Life in 
rd this preſent World, there would have 
ut been no Need of a Redeemer, no Occa- 
o | fion for a Saviour, no Uſe of a quicken- 
ing Spirit to give Life to our Souls, no 
to Neceſſity of God's writing his Law in 
nts our Hearts, for a Rule to guide our 
all Steps by, no Want of a Light in our 
we || Souls to ſhew us where the Devil ſpreads 
er- bis Net, caſts his Bait, lays his Gin, and 
ars diſplays his falſe Colours; but Man can 
„no more deliver his Soul from the Power 
ave || of Sin and Satan without the Help of the 
ae | Lord, than 1frael, when they. were in 
| in Egypt, could go free from the Servitude 
hut | of Pharaoh without his Help; therefore 
| of | Grace appears unto all Men tor their Aid. 
E And 
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And though the Appearance of Gra 
may ſeem but ſmall Aid to ſet our Soul 
free from the Servitude of Sin and Satay, 
and to conduct us in the Way of Lit 
and Salvation, till we come to the End 
of our Race, to live under Chriſt's Go 
vernment: It is not ſmaller than I/rael 
Aid was, to bring them from under t 
Servitude of Pharaob, and conduct then 
to che promiſed Land. 

Iſrael's Aid was but two aged Men, 
the younger of them being about Eight) 
_ Years old, having' no Weapon but 
Rod in one of their Hands; yet by 
this [mall Means, God being with then, 
they brought from under the Powe 
and Servitude of Pharaoh, {ix Hundre 
Thouſand. Men, beſides Women ant 
Children; and Grace being a divine In 
| Aſpiration, is Aid enough to bring lit 
: Hundred Thouſand Millions from unde 
the Servitude of Sin and Power 0 
Satan, did Men but confide therein 
and give themſelves up to be guide 

- thereby. 


_ - Inward Rebukes, if we have Regarl 
- thereunto, 'begers a Fear in Men, as th 


"Haking of the Rod doth in Children 
ane 
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and as the Fear of the Lord is the Begiu 


ning of Wiſdom, ſo it is the e of 


a Reformation of our Lives. 

If Iam check*d in myſelf for making 
a Lye, and have Regard to that which 
check*d me, I ſhall be afraid of making 
another ;, or if I find in myſelf Rebukes 
for not keeping my Promiſe, or for do- 
ing any. thing * and have Regard 
to ſuch Rebukes, I ſhall be afraid to 
do the like, leſt the next Rebukes be 
Harper; and as this holy Fear abides 
in us, we come to deny Ungodlineſs, 
and in denying Ungodlineſs we learn 
Righteouſneſs : But ſuch as find in 
themſelves Rebukes for Sin, and have 
no Regard thereunto, are like unto 
Children that carry Horn- books at their 
Sides, and learn nothing therein; they 
are no Scholars in the School of Grace. 

We have read, that Reproofs of In- 


W /irufion are the Way to Life, and ma 


good Men may be bound at this Day, 
who will acknowledge, that they had 
never come to a Life of Righteouſneſs, 
had they not had Reproofs of Inſtruc- 


tion from their own Hearts, by which 


they came to deny Unrighteouſneſs. 
E. For 
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For where Rebukes for Sin are receive. 
in Love, the Lord doth not leave ſud uſt 
Souls, but follows them therewith Ee 
and the more Vices we ſubdue, the befe 
more in the Light of the Lord ſhal hel 
we ſee, and the more Power ſhall e 
receive from him to overcome them, Ede 

If one Plague will not make PharailP* . 
willing to let 1ael go, he ſhall hay! 
another, and another, until he be wi 
ling; and if one Rebuke will not mak 
us willing to part with a beloved Sin 
we ſhall have another, yea Trouble and 
Terror. 

Paul knew Terror before he came ti 
find Peace with God, and Peace in hi 
own Conſcience; he was acquainte 
with Judgment, before he came to obtal 
Victory; nothing hath Power to breat 
the Bonds of Captivity, and ſet us fre 
from the Law of Sin and Death, bu 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in out 
own Hearts. ; 

Iſrael's main Enemies were not ſub 
dued as ſoon as they came out of Egypt 
but when they came into the promiſet 
Land; neither is the Body of Sin mad 
weak as ſoon as we turn from Unright 

ouſneſ 
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ſue Puſneſs, but when we come into the 
ich Life of Righteouſneſs, to have Grace 
chetore our Faces, as Joſbua was before 
ſnaltheir Faces; for Sin cannot ſtand in the 
ace of Righteouſneſs, no more than 
he Canaanites could ſtand in the Face 
df Foſhua. 

And if any lordly Sin hath got 
Dominion over us, I ſhall not ſay as 
gabe formerly ſaid, Fight not with Great 
Sin er Small, but with the King of Iſrael : 
But rather, when violent Motions ariſe, 
and ſtill, and the Lord will fight for 
$; for as our Hearts come to be 
poſſeſs'd with Grace, if the Enemy 
ould come in as a Flood, the Spiric 
f the Lord being in our inward 
arts, will lift up a Standard againſt 
Im, 

The Lord's Controverſy is not, as 
en vainly imagine, againſt the Sinner, 
but againſt the Author of Sin ; his Ap- 
pearances are all in Love to ſave the 
Sinner, and by his Judgments to weak - 
ſeen the Strength of Sin: For Man 
dnce freed from Sin, 1s as willing to 
hreffiead a righteous Life, as any ungodly 
eff Man can be to lead a wicked Life, and 
E 3 more 
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more Joy he hath, though the World 
cannot ſee it, 

Queſt. 7. What may truly and properly 
be called a ſober, righteous, godly Life? 

'Anſw. A ſober Life, many may in 
ſome- meaſure be acquainted with, but 
a righteous, godly Lite, 1s rarely con- 
fidered. 

Devotion, which conſiſts in hearing 
of Sermons, reading of good Books, per- 
forming of Family Duties, &c. hath for 
many Ages been accounted Godlineſ, 
and the Practitioners thereof, rig leon. 
People. 

Theſe Things are not to be diſcom- 
mended, where they are done in Sin- 
cerity , but theſe are not the true Cha- 
racter of Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs, 

This and much more might be found 
amongſt the Scribes and Phariſees, yet 
Jeſus told his Diſciples, that Except their 
Righteouſneſs. exceeded the Righteorſneſs 
of the Scribes and ' Phariſees, they could 
in no wiſe. enter into the Kingdom of God. 

And who is there amongſt us, that 
are called Chriſtians, - but one Day in 


ſeven will be in the Exerciſe, of ſomething 


that is called Godlineſs, tho* they have 
| nat 
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not learned to deny Ungodlineſs ; and 


Iſuch as have not learned to deny Un- 


godlineſs, are far from ſuch a righteous, 

godly Life, as the Grace of our Lora 

Teſus Chriſt teacheth all its Followers. 
One Way to know what is righteous 


and godly, is to conſider what is un- 


righteous and ungodly, for the one is 
oppoſite to the other as Light to Dark- 
neſs And theſe that follow, moſt will 
acknowledge: to be unrighteous and 
ungodly, viz. 

Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Theft, Envy, 
Hatred, Bloodfhed, Swearing, Curſing, 
Lying, Extortion, Fraud, Double-dealing, 
Tale-bearing, and Whiſpering, which is 
the Seed of Strife; all theſe Things are 
unrighteous, and Pride. above many 
Evils moſt ungodly. 

Theſe are not Fruits proceeding from 
the-good Spirit of God, but from the 
evil Spirit of this World; not Iſſues of 
Life, but Streams that flow from a cor- 
rupt Spring; theſe come not from the 
Teaching of Grace in our Hearts, but 
from evil Motions that ariſe in our 
Minds 3 theſe: make Men Sinners before 
the Lord; and as long as we live in 

r the 
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the Practice of any of them, we ſhal! 
not be righteous in his Sight: Thoſe 
that brought forth Fruits of this Kind, 
have in all Ages in the World been 
teſtified againſt as unrighteous and un- 
godly Livers, Theſe are Infirmities 
of the Soul, that Millions of Money 
have been given to Phyſicians to cure, 
but behold Health hath not been by 
them reſtored, Theſe are Weeds that 
Thouſands have been hired to pluck up, 
but to this Day have not made clean 
Gardens, nor never will by all the Art 
they have, for Chriſt is the Phyſician of 
Sculs, none can take away the Sins of 
the World, but him alone. 

Whoſoever thinks to attain to a righ- 
teous, godly Life, but by the Teachings 
of Grace in his own Heart, decciveth 
his own Soul, 

Men may lop, or hinder the Growth 
of many Branches of Iniquity that ap- 
pear outwardly, but cannot take away 
the Cauſe which is within ; and until the 
Cauſe is removed, there can be no 
thorough Cure. 

As Grace hath a Spring, fo Iniquity 
hath a Root, and the Axe that ſmites 

| al 
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at this Root is in Chriſt's Hands; and 
what is the Axe, but the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, a Law of Righteouſneſs 
in our inward Parts? This wrought a 
perfect Cure in Paul, this made him a 
free Man, a good Man, and a Preacher; 
and that which cured Paul, and ſet him 
free from the Power of Sin, hath a 
Sufficiency in it to ſet all Men free 
therefrom. 

Walk in the Spirit, ſaid Paul, and ye 
ſhall not fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh ; that 
is the only Remedy, that is the Soul- 
healing Salve; and what is this «valkin 
in the Spirit, but following the Leadings 
of Grace in our own Hearts ? For 
Grace, as it comes to have the Rule 
over us, brings down all exalted 
Thoughts, abaſerh Pride, ſhuts out 
Covetoulneſs, gives no Place unto 
Wrath, reduceth us to a cool, quiet 
Frame of Spirit, in which Frame we 
can bear and ſuffer. Grace will not 
ſuffer us to do any unjuſt Thing, nor 
allow us to ſpeak an ill Word, much 
leſs to be drunk, commit WYhoredom, 
ſteal, or any ſuch abominable Vices ; 
tor it is the promiſed Spirit of Fruth 

E 3 that 
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that leads into all Truth, leads out of all 

Error, and ſo brings Salvation indeed. 
No Man can lead a righteous Life, 


till a right Spixit comes to have the 
whole Poſſeſſion of his Heart; for 


from the good Treaſures of the Heart 
proceed all good Living; for that is 
the Guide, and this Guide being a di- 
vine Nature, makes us to be heavenly- 
minded. | | 

Nothing exceeds the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, but the Righ- 
teouſneſs that proceeds from a right 
Spirit in our own Hearts; for that 1s 
not our own Righteouſneſs, but the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

As Murder, Adultery, Theft, which 
are ſome of the worſt of Evils, proceed 
out of the Heart, whilſt the evil Spirit 
of this World hath the Poſſeſſion there- 
of ; ſo Good-will to all Men, which is a 
principal Virtue, proceeds out of the 
Heart, when the good Spirit of God 
comes to make its Abode there; but 
this Abode is not known till by deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 
the Spirit of this World is denied, and 
thereby the Heart cleanſed; then, and 


not 
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not till then, can we come to know Abe 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, 

He that . is reduced to ſuch a Qualifi- 
cation as to have Good- till to all Men, 
is of all Men moſt godly; for as God, 
in his unlimited Love to Mankind, 
cauſetb his Sun io ſhine on the Evil and 
on the Good, and bis Rain io deſcend on the” 
Juſt and on the Unjuſt; ſo he that hath 
Goodwill. to all, will not wrong any, 
oppreſi any, ſhew. Violence to any, or” 
{peak Evil of any, but be ready to- 
ſerve all Men in Love and Faithfolrek 3 . 
and this is a true Character of a ſober, 
righteous, godly Man ; ſuch are con- 
verted indeed, and become as a weaned 
Child, and are entered that Kingdom 
that conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

And ſince this Reformation is: only, 
and alone by the Grace. of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, give me leave to ſay, with 
the Prophet, Ho, every one that thirfteth, 
come ye to tbe Maler and driuk; every: 
one that hath a Deſire in his Soul after 
Righteouſneſs, turn in to the Grace of 
God in your own Hearts. The Water 
that the Prophet invited all thirſty 

E 6 Souls 
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Souls unto, is no other than that which 
Chriſt giveth, which whoſoever drink- 
eth thereof, thirſteth no more, but hath 
(as many at this Day can witneſs) a Well 
in himſelf, not only wing, but flow- 
ing up to eternal Life. 

The Grace of God is a free Gift, 
without Money and without Price 3 
nothing is required on Man's Part, but 
to hearken thereunto, and take Counſel 
thereſrom 3 Hear, ſaid the Prophet, 
and your ' Souls ſhall live. 

Adam hearkening to evil Mottons died 
unto Righteouſneſs, and ſo do all un— 
godly Men; but he that hearkens to 
the Voice of Grace, lives unto Righte- 


ouſneſs, and from the Flowings of that 


Spring that he hath in himſelf, leads 
a ſober, righteous, godly Life in this 
preſent World. 

Hearing and Reading at the beſt, 
tend to inſtruct us in what we ought to 
do, but Godlineſs is doing what Grace 
teacheth; and all ſuch Doings are right 
and good, 

Queſt. 8. Were not the Scriplures 
written for our Learning, and are not 
they a ſufficient Rule of Righteouſneſs ? 
Anſwo, 


| 
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Anſw. The Scriptures are a Rule 
but who can walk by that Rule, unleſs 
he be inſpired with the good Spirit of 
God? 

The Houſe of Jacob had only ten 
Commands written on Tables of Stone, 
but many other Statutes and Judgments, 
proceeding from a righteous Judge, 
written in their Books, and not only 
read, but alſo expounded unto them 
every Sabbath-day, that they might 
walk in righteous Paths; but though 
they had the Words of God in their 
Books, many had not the Fear of God in 
their Hearts, and ſo they thought they 
had a great Zeal for an outward Wor- 
ſhip and Form of Devotion, yet were 
ungodly in Life and Converſation, 

And what ſhall I ſay of us who are 
called Chriſtians ? We have the Words 
of God, and the Words of Chriſt, the 
Words of the Prophets, and the Words 
of the Apoſtles in our Books, we have 
large Rules of Righteouſneſs, but do 
we guide our Steps by our Rule? Or 
can we ? 

The Chriſtians Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs is Chriſt's Direction; let us who 

„ 


— 
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ſay the Scripture is our Rule, examine 
our Abilities to walk hy our Rule: 


Are we Lights to the World? Do our 


good Works glorify God, or fhame 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion? Are we ſo far 
from - committing , Adultery, that we 
have not ſo much as a luſttul Thought? 
Are we ſo far guided by the Truth, that 
every. Word that proceeds out of our 


Mouths. by way of Promiſe, is ſure 
and ſtedfaſt? Can we refrain from 
ſmiting ' when we are ſmitien? Can we 


give our Cloał io him that ſues us at the 


Law, ana wrongfully, takes. away our 


Coat? Can we love our Enemies? Can 
we bleſs them that curſe us? Can we do 


®. 


for them that deſpitefully uſe us? Can we 


depend on God's Providence, witboui 


taking Care what we Hall eat, or what 


we i ſhall drink? Can we do unto all 


Men in all Things whatſoever, as we 


would that they ſpould do unto us? This 
is. Chriſt's Yoke; can we bow our 


Hearts and Minds thereunto ? This is 
Chriſt's Burthen, and can we bear it? 
He. ſaid, bis Yoke. was eaſy, and his 
Burtbeu tight ; but if theſe Things ate 

too 


Good to tbem that hate us ? Can we pray 


. we 


. 
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too hard, and too heavy a Burthen to 
us; it is becauſe we have not his Grace 
and his Spirit; we have a Chriſtian" 


Name, but are not in the Chriſtians 


Nature; we have a Rule, but have 


not Power to walk by our Rule; and 


then what Good does our Rule do us? 
If ever we think to walk by Scrip- 
ture Rules, if ever we intend to keep 
our Lord's Command, and if we would 
lead a righteous, godly Life in this 
preſent World, we muſt turn in to the 
Grace of God in our own Hearts, for- 
that gives us Power to keep to our 
Rule. | | 
It was for want of Grace, that the- 
Seed of Abrabam could not keep Moſes's 
Commands; it is for want of Grace, 
that Chriſtians do not keep Chriſt's. 


Commands; he lays no other Burthen . 


on us than what he bore himſelf ; the 
Fulneſs of Grace that dwelt in him,. 
made all theſe Things eaſy to him; and 
as we grow in Grace, till we come to 


be filled therewith, they will be eaſy 
unto us; Grace mortifies Sin, and where 


Sin is mortified, nothing is eaſier than 
to lead a righteous Life. 4 
Obj. 
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Obj. But ſome may ſay, our Depend- 
ance for Life and Salvation is not on 
Works of Righteouſneſs, but on F-ith ; 
we believe, and therefore hope to be ſaved. 

Anſtw. I know that is moſt Men's 
Dependance, and Faith we all think we 
have; but is it a Faith that purifies the 
Heart, and makes our Bodies fit Tem- 
ples for the Holy Ghoſt ? 

Paul put the Corinthians on an Exa- 
mination of themſelves, on a Trial and 
Proof of their Faith, and it would not 
be amiſs, if all that account themſelves 


\ Believers, did prove their Faith by the 


ſame Touchſtone; Know ye not, ſaid 
Paul, that Chriſt is in you, except you 
be Reprobates. 

Was Chriſt in the Corinthians, and is 
he not in all Men that turn from 
Ungodlineſs, and come to have their 
Hearts purified * | 

How can we know the only true 
God, if we do not behold his Preſence ? 
How can we know our Saviour, it he be 
not in us, to fave us from our ſpiritual 


Enemies, as Joſhua was in the Camp of 


Iſrael, to ſave them from their outward 
Enemies? And this is Lite eternal, not 
only 


[ 203 ] 
only to hear of a God and a Saviour, 
but to know him, to fee the Power of 
God, and to be Witneſſes of Chriſt's 
Salvation ; theſe are Believers, and true 
Believers, for their Eyes have ſeen what 
they believe. 

Faith and Works of Righteouſneſs 
go together, he that hath the one hath 
both, and Grace is the Spring from 
whence both proceed; the Reprobate, 
the Ungodly, the Graceleſs, have nei- 
ther, 

Queſt, 9. If inward and ſpiritual 
Grace be ſutficient zo teach us our Duty 
towards God and Man, and to eſtabliſh 
us in Righteouſneſs z wherefore was there 
an outward Miniſtry, and to what End 
were Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, 
Paſtors and Teachers, given to the 
Church ? 

Anſto. Paul, as he told King Agrip- 


pa, was made a Miniſter and a Wit- 
neſs; he was a Witneſs of the powerful 
Operation of Grace in his own Soul, 


and ſo could tell others what it could 
do for them. 
In the State of Degeneration all Men 
are Strangers to Grace, they know = 
{ho ne 
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the Lord; and the Work of the Mi- 


niſtry is to open the Underſtandings of 
all ſuch, and to turn them to this hea- 
venly Teacher, ſince nothing elſe can 
enable us to lead a ſober, righteous, 
godly Life in this preſent World. 

And as ſome were ordained to plant, 
ſo others were given to water, that no 
young Plant might wither before they 
came to be rooted and grounded, 

We find, that in the primitive Times 
ſome declined from what they had at- 
tained to, for that they kept not with 
their Guide; and with: ſuch. Paul was 
forced to travail in Birth again: For as 
Plants are not grounded as ſoon as they 


are planted, ſo. Memate not citabliſhed- 
in Righteouſneſs as ſoon as they are 


turned from Unrighteouſneſs and ſuch 


as were Strong, were to watch over the 


Weak, and lend thema helping Hand 
in their Travels, until they all came in 
the Unity of the Spirit to be perfeſt. 
Men; and then there is no more Need 
of Man's Help; and we are all perfect 


Men, when a right Spirit comes to have 


the whole Government in us, 


But 
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But who are fit to plant and water © 
f | No ungodly Man, for ſuch have not 
the Spirit of Jeſus, ſuch know not the 
j Way of God's Salvation themſelves, 
and ſo cannot direct others thereto, 
nor lend them a Hand therein ; bur 
| ſuch as are, what Paul after his Con- 
| verſion was, not only a Miniſter, but 
8 a Witneſs of what he teſtified; or ſuch 
as have travelled in the Way of God's 
| Salvation theraſelves, and are come, 
through the. Teachings of Grace, to 
that Strength and Perfection, as to 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldiy Luſts, and 
to live joberly, rightcouſly and godly in 

this preſent World. 


A Trial. 
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A Trial of Chriſtianity, from the 
Life and Nature of Cur1sT, and 
true Chriſtians: With a Deſcrip- 
tion of true Godlineſs, and the 
Way by which we may conform our 


Lives thereunto. 


M Y Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
in our preſent Age conclude, 
that Godlineſs conſiſteth in Hearing, 
Reading, Praying, Praiſing, &c, which 
are all good Exerciles, it rightly per- 
formed, and may be called Chriſtian 
Duties, for that all true Chriſtians are 
required, and by the good Spirit of God 
in their own Hearts, often ſtirred up to 
perform them. 

Howbeit, the Performance of theſe 
and ſuch like Things alone, is no certain 
Proof of Godlinels ; Chriſtianity cannot 
be known thereby, for as there was a 


more excellent Righteouſneſs than what 
Was found in the zealous Phariſees, fo 


there 
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there is a more excellent Godlineſs than 
what appears in moſt profeſſed Chri/- 
tans. 

For Hearing, Reading, Praying, Praiſ- 
ing, with other Exerciſes of that Na- 
ture, may be imitated ; the Ungodly, 
as well as the Godly, the Formaliſt, as 
well as the Sincere, may be found in 
the Practice of ſuch Things; but true 
Godlineſs cannot be imitated, being the 
natural Effects of the Rule and Govern- 
ment of a right Spirit, and may be truly 
called the I ues of Life, which none can 
bring forth, but ſuch who are Chriſtians 
indeed, | | 

True Godlineſs is ſupernatural, and fo 
above the Reach of Adam's Off: ſpring, 
who whilſt they continue in the Fall, 
are Servants to Sinz we muſt be re- 
duced to a god-like Nature before we 
can bring forth a godly Converſation : 
Grapes cannot be expected from Thorns, 
nor Figs of Thi/tlzs, the Tree muſt be 
made good before the Fruit can be 
good, a righteous Life is the natural 
Effects of a right Spirit; our Lights 
cannot ſhine forth before Men, until 
we are enlightned with the Light of 

Chriſt,; 
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Chriſt; without a true Converſion, 
there can be no true Converſation ; 
for all Men in the Nature of fallen 
Adam, being ungod-like, until we are 
raiſed by Chriſt the ſecond Adam, we 
cannot live god- like. 

The Life and Nature of Chriſt, all 
true Chriſtians who have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, may find in themſelves; and 
others may have ſome Senſe thereof by 
reading and well conſidering the Con- 
tents of the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh 
Chapters of Matthew, where it is ſaid, 
that Jeſus ſeeing the Mullitude, went 
up into a Mountain, and when he was 
ſet, bis Diſciples came unto bim, and 
be opened his Mouth and taught them; 
and what he taught his Diſciples then, 
he teacheth all true Chriſtians now; for 
though he aſcended, the holy Spirit that 
dwelt in him deſcended, and did then, 
doth now, and to the End of the World 
will tabernacle with all the Lord's Re- 
deemed, to be their Teacher; and as 
many as walk after this Spirit are taught 
of Chriſt, and walk in his Foot-ſteps : 


For as no Vine beareth one Kind of 


Grape, and the Branches another, ſo 
every 
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"every Member of Chriſt anſwereth the 


Life of Chriſt in their Converſations, 
they are naturally humble, Jowly, 
meek, merciful, patient, peaceable, 
Juſt, upright, honeſt and faithful: A 
Chriſtian 1s not known by his Words or 
his Devotion, but by his Yorks, his Na- 
ture, his Life, and his Converſation. 

I ſhall not inſiſt on all Particulars 
contained 1n the fore-mentioned Chap- 
ters, but chiefly on the five following 
Exhortations or Commands of our 
Lord; the leaſt of which, for a true 
Trial of Cbriſtianity, is more to be ob- 
ſerved than that Command, Luke xxii. 
19. This do in Remembrance of me; for 
that the Proud as well as the Humble, 
the Cruel as well as the Merciful, the 
Fraudulent as well as the Juſt, the Un- 
godly as well as the Godly, can con- 
form to the one, but cannot conform 
to the other. : 

The true Trial of Chriſtianity is, to 


be found in the Life and Nature of 


Chriſt ; if the Spirit of Chriſt hath the 
Rule in us, theſe following Fruits will 
be brought forth by us. 


1 0 
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1. In all our Communication, our 
Yea will be Zea, and our Nay, Nay, the 
Word that goeth out of our Lips will 
be ſure. 

He that is a Chriſtian indeed hath no 
Neceſſity in himſelf, nor need to be 
urged by others, to bind his Soul with 
an Oath to perform his Word, for the 
Law of the Spirit of Life in our own 
Hearts conſtrains us ſo to do. 


Chriſtians in their Communications 


weigh their Words, before they utter 
them, with their Capacities to perform 
them, knowing that a Promiſe cannot 
be broken without violating the righ- 
teous Law of God in their own Hearts, 
and whenever ſuch Violence is done, 
Terror enſues; and this makes good 
Men, who live under the Government 
of Chriſt, dread much more to break 
their Words, than others do to forfeit 
their Bonds; and this holy Dread makes 
our Zea to be Zea, and our Nay to be 
Nay; this makes us cautious in our 
Promiſes, and careful! in our Perform- 
ances 3 the Exhortation may be read in 
Scripture, but the binding Tie mult 
be known in our own Hearts : All that 
have 


E 


have the Scripture have this Rule, but 
unleſs we have a Principle of Life in 
ourſelves, we cannot walk by this 
Rule ; and we muſt not only have ſuch 
a Principle, but we muſt allo improve 
it by a continued Practice, before it 
comes to be our Life, our Center, and 
our Nalure ; till then we may ſay, 
theſe Things we ſhould do ; but cannot 
ſay, theſe Things we do; and ſo witneſs 
againſt ourſelves, that though we have 
the Scriptures, we walk not according 
to the Scriptures 3 though we have the 
Words of Chriſt, we are not in the Life 
and Nature of Chriſt : Our Zea is not 
Zea, and our Nay, Nay, in our Com- 
munication ; our Words and our Pro- 
miſes are not ſtedfaſt and ſure. 

Swearing in the Communication of 
Chriſtians is ſuperfluous, for where Truth 
rules in the Heart, there cannot be 
Falſhood in the Lips: Prove a profeſſed 
Chriſtian by this Rule, meaſure him by 
this Line, weigh him in this Balance, 
If his Zea be ea, and his Nay, Nay, 
in all his Communication: If he be a 
Man of his Word at all Times : If his 
Performances be 1 98 his Promiſes, 

he 
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he abides in the Doctrine of Chriſt , 
and this is an evident Demonſtration 
that he is a Chriſtian indeed. But if theſe 
Performances are wanting, though we 
have a Chriſtian Name, we are not in 
the Chriſtian Nature; for as I ſaid be- 
fore, what Manner of Grape the Vine 
beareth, the Branches thereof, if they 
continue in the Vine, bear the ſame. 
The ſecond Exhortation or Command 
of our Lord was this, Ræſiſt not Evil; 
and this was not only his Doctrine, but 
his Life and Nature, as we may plenti- 
fully read in Scripture 3 though he met 
with Revilings, Reproaches, Buffetings, 
and cruel Uſage, we do not find that 
he was once moved thereby, much leſs 
that ever he reſiſted, but gave his Face 
to the Smiter, and his Cheeks to tnem 
that plucked off the Hair; and when 
he was led as a Lamb to the Slaughter, 
he was as a Sheep dumb before the Shearer, 
be opened not his Mouth, ſo much as to 
ſay, What bave I done? Or, Why is i 
thus ? | 
Now the Fruits of the Spirit in 
Head and Members, Captain and Fol- 
lowers, Chriſt and Chriſtians, are one in 
| Nature; 


tianity may prove themſelves, whether 


| [ 113 } 
Nature ; for as Chriſt was humble, 
lowly, meek, patient, peaceable, under 


all his Sufferings, ſo are Chriſtians, if 


Chriſtians indeed ; they render not Evil 
for Evil, they deſire not an Eye for an 
Eye, nor a Tooth for a Tooth; Re. 
venge of any Kind is far from them ; 
but as Patience and Forbearance was 
the Life and Nature of Chriſt, ſo it is 
the Life and Nature of all Chriſtians, as 
they grow in Grace, and come to the 
Fulneſs of the Stature of Chriſt. 

And by this alſo, Profeſſors of Chri/- 


they are Chriſtians indeed, for it is the 
Deed that manifeſteth all Things, for 
bad Men may have good Words : 
Forms may be imitated, but the Pa- 
tience, the Meekneſs and Forbearance, 
that dwelt in Chriſt, and may be found 
in all true Chriſtians, cannot be imitated, 
If any Vice hath got head in us, make 
what Profeſſion we will, the Fruit of 
that Vice will be brought forth by us; 
we ſhall be proud, we ſhall be covet- 
ous, we ſhall be envious : If we are 
reviled, we ſhall revile ; if we are 
ſmitten, we ſhall ſmite ; if we are ſued 
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at the Law cauſeleſsly, we ſhall. ſue; 
whilſt it is ſo, we are in the World's 
Nature, their Spirit hath the Rule over 
us, and not the lowly, meek, Lamb. 
like Spirit of JESUS. 

The third Exhortation or Command 
of Chriſt, was this, Love your Enemies, 
bleſs them that curſe you, do Good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them whi 
deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. 

This alſo was not only the Doctrine, 
but the Life and Nature of Chriſt ; and 
as it is the Life and Nature of Chriſt, ſo 
it is the Life and Nature of Chriſtians, 


who are throughly leavened with the] 


Spirit of Chriſt. 

No Man having the Spirit of Jeſus, 
and living under the Government there- 
of, can hate the Perſon of any Man, 
for that by Creation we are all the 
Workmanſhip of God's Hands; and 
all true Chriſtians know, that Enmity, 
Hatred, Curſing, Spight and Perſecution, 
proceed not from Men or Women as 
they are the Lord's Creation, but as 
they have loſt his Image, and thereby 
become emptied of Good, and filled 
with all Evil; for as an evil Spicit 
x comes 
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comes to have the Rule over us, evil 
Fruits will be brought forth by us. 
Could we but ſee ourſelves, did we 
but obſerve our own Natures, with the 
Fruits we bring forth in our Lives, we 
might eaſily judge of ourſelves and 
others, whether we were Converts or 
not, whether the Spirit of Chriſt, or 
the Spirit of this World had the Rule 
in us, and over us; for the Courſe of 
our Lives, eſpecially in Times of Trial, 
declares who are led by the meek Spirit 
of Jeſus, and who are not; who are 


leavened with the Leaven of Righte- 


ouſneſs, and who are not; who lead 
a ſober, upright, godly Life, and who 
do not; for it is not our Words, but 
our Conver/ation that manifeſts what 
Spirit hath Rule in us, and over us. 
For until by Converſion, our Na- 
tures come to be changed, we cannot 
love Enemies, having as much Enmity 
againſt them, as they have againſt us; 


we cannot bleſs them, we cannot pray 


for them, we ſhall be forward to do 
them Hurt, but far from doing them 
Good. 


F.2 Come 
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Come Profeſſors of Cbriſtianity, lay 
aſide your Forms that you have long 
contended about; meaſure yourſelves 
by this Line, try yourſelves by this 
Touchſtone; are you reduced to ſuch 
a Frame of Spirit as to love your Ene- 
mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do Good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you ? 
This is a true Character of Chriſtianity, 
this declares us to be Chriſtians indeed. 

But if our Natures are averſe to 
theſe Things, let our Profeſſion be 
what it will, we bear not the Image of 
God, we are not the Children of our 
heavenly Father, for he maketh bis Sun 
to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and 
fendeth Rain on the Juſt and Unjuſt; 
and were we but truly converted, were 
our Natures throughly changed, our 
Lives would be conformable, we ſhould 
be Chriſtians indeed. 5 

A fourth Branch of the Life, Nature 
and Doctrine of Chriſt, was manifeſted 
in theſe Words, Take no Thought what 
ye ſhall eat, what ye ſhall drink, nor yet 
for your Body what ye ſhall put on; but 
ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and his 
Righteouſneſs, And 
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And what is this Kingdom that all 
true Chriſtians ſhould firſt ſeek ? It 
cannot be any Thing above our Reach, 
it muſt be that Kingdom that Jeſus 
compared to a loſt Piece of Silver; it 
mult be an Acquaintance with that Spt- 
rit, and the Government thereof, that 
from the Beginning the great God 
placed in the Hearts of Men, to be 
our Inſtructor in Paths of Righteouſ- 
nels 3 which Spirit alone for ſome Time 
dwelt in the firſt Adam, but was more 
abundantly manifeſted in Chriſt the ſe- 
cond Adam; and ſo called in Scripture 
the Spirit of Chriſt, for that it always 
dwelt in him, and was not only his 
Life, but the Life that he gives to all 
true Believers, for their Ranſom from 
under the Power of Sin and Satan, and 
ſo neceſſary to be firſt ſought 3 for 
until an humble, lowly, meek, Lamb- 
like Spirit be raiſed in us, and come to 
have the Rule over us, we know not 
the Lord, nor cannot depend on. his 
Providence; for the Rule and Go- 
vernment of this Spirit reduceth every 
Member to an excellent Qualification, 
and as many as are taught thereby, 
F 4 learn 
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learn therefrom in all Eſtales to be 
content. 

This was the Life and Nature of 
Chriſt ; though Foxes bave Holes, and 
the Birds of the Air Neſts, but the Son 
of Man had not where io lay his Head; 
yet was he content, his Thoughts run 
not out on Things pertaining to the 
Body ; it was Meat and Drink unto 
him to do his Father's Will, and to 
finiſh the Work that he was ſent to do, 
a Work that none before him ever did, 
namely, the fulfilling of all Righteoul- 
neſs, by doing the Thing that was 
right in the whole Courſe of his Life, 
as a Preſident to all his Followers, 

And as many as have found the King- 
dom of God and his Righteouſneſs, and 
are come to live under the Rule and 
Government of a right Spirit, have the 
Mind of Chriſt; though they live in 
the World, their Thoughts run not out 
after the World, a true Chriſtian Con- 
verſation is to be diligent in our Call- 
ings, moderate in our Expences, and con- 
tent with our Eſtates z whoſoever is 
reduced to a State of Temperance and 
Moderation, takes but little Thought 
what 
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what they ſhall eat, or what they ſhall 
drink, or wherewithal they ſhall be 
cloathed; they delight in Juſtice, Equi- 
ty, Truth and Faithfulneſs, and their 
Thoughts are exerciſed therein, and 
reſting on God's Providence, their honeſt 
Endeavour is attended with a Bleſſing. 
And here Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
may alſo prove themſelves; this is a 
true meaſuring Line, a Path that no 
Man can tread, bur ſuch as have the 
Spirit of Jeſus ; all ungodly Men ſeek 


the World firſt, I may ſay Vt and 


laſt, the Riches of the World, the 
Honour of the World, the Pleaſures of 
the World, and the Praile of the World. 
What they ſhall eat, or what they ſhall 
drink to pleaſe their Appetites, wha! 
they ſhall put on to be accounted great 
in the World, and to have the Prehe- 
minence above and before their Fellow- 
Creatures; their Thoughts run far 
more, how they ſhall be conformable to 
the Faſhions of the World, than how 
they ſhall be conformable to the Life, 
Nature, and Doctrine of Chriſt ; which 
is more Heathen-like than Chriſtian- like, 

F 3 and 
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and not effected by the moſt Part with- 
out much Diſhoneſty. 

This is the natural State of the Sons 
and Daughters of Men, whilſt they 
continue in a State of Degeneracy, 
Aliens to the Common-wealth of Jrael 
and Strangers to that Covenant of Pro- 
miſe that the Lord made with the 
Houſe of Jacob; and to a better State 
none can come, but by ſeeking and 
finding the Kingdom of God and his 
Righteouſneſs, or the Rule and Go- 
vernment of Chriſt by his eternal Spirit 
in our own Hearts; there the Seed is 
ſown, there the Leaven is laid, there 
the Pearl of great Price is found, but 
not without digging deep; for whilſt 
Vice is uppermoſt, Virtue is lowermoſt; 
whilſt Sin reigns, the Power of Grace 
is not felt; the bringing down of the 
one, is the Exaltation of the other; 
there muſt be a Death unto Sin, be- 


fore there can be a new Birth unto. 


Righteouſneſs, and there muſt be a 
new Birth unto Righteouſneſs, and a 
Growth in Righteouſneſs, before we can 
center in that Content, as to take no 
Thought what we ſhall eat, what we Hall 

| | | arink, 


Luar! 
drink, or wherewithall we ſhall be cloat bed. 
And ſo it is every Man's principle Con- 1 
cern, firſt, to ſeek the Kingdom of | 
God, and his Righteouſneſs; firſt, to 
know the Rule and Government of a 
right Spirit in ourſelves ; for this qua- 
lifies us, and makes us capable of lead- 
ing a Chriſtian Life, and of perform- 
ing Chriſtian Duties both to God and 
Man. 

The fifth and laſt Branch of the Life, 
Nature and Doctrine of Chriſt, that I 
; ſhall here inſiſt upon, is this, All Things 
| whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 

unto you, do ye even ſo unto them, for 
that is the Law and the Prophets; for 
this is that the righteous Lord God re- 

quired from his People in all Ages, 
This Doing is accounted by many 
zealous Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, in our 
preſent Age, a moral Righteouſneſs, an 
ſo but a ſmall Part, or rather 20 Part 
of true Godlineſs; but rightly con- 
fidered, all actual Righteouſneſs, it it 
proceed from a right Spirit, is in itſelf 
the true Righteouſnels of Faith; and that 
moral, or of no Authority, which is 
performed from a carnal Mind, in Imi- 
ES: tation. 
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tation of good Men's Practices, but 
out of their Life and Nature; for if 
the Tree be known by its Fruits, Fruit 
manifeſteth the Nature of the Tree. If 
our God be, as certainly he is, righte- 
ous in all his Ways, and juſt in all his 
Works, no People on the Face of the 
Earth are more God like, none bear 
his Image more exact, than ſuch whoſe 
Converſations are upright, honeſt and 
juſt ; and nothing can be more Juſt, 
than to do unto others in all Things, 
whatſoever we would that they ſhould do 
UN!o Us. 
This is the excellent Righteouſneſs, 
this exceeds not only the Righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, but the 
Righteouſneſs of moſt Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity; for hereby we walk in 
. Chriſt's Footſteps, we fulfil both the 
Law and the Prophets. 

Moſes, from an Admiration of the 
Juſtice and Equity that the Lord re- 
quired from the Sons and Daughters of 
Men, under the Adminiſtration of the 


Law, uttered theſe Words, What Na- 


tion is there ſo great, who hath Statutes 
and Judgments ſo righteous, as all this 


Law 
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Law that I ſet before you: And doth 
the Law of the Spirit of Life require 
leſs Righteouſneſs from Chriſtians, than 
that outward Law did from the Jews ? 
I tell you nay, but rather more, for 
that more Power is given to all true 
Chriſtians to perform Acts of Righte- 
ouſneſs. 

Were the Underſtandings of all who 
are called Chriſtians, enlighten'd to ſee 
themſelves as they are, or had they but 
Hearts to prove themſelves by this 
Chriſtiay Rule, meaſure themſelves by 
this trait Line, weigh themſelves in 
this equal Balance, the following Sorts 
of Men and Women with many others, 
would no more pals for true Chriſtians 
in God's Account, than clipt and coun- 
terfeir Money, when it came to the 
Balance, did in Men's Accounts. 

As Firſt, All ſuch who in Suits of 
Law, by perverting Juſtice, or other 
ſubtle Contrivances, poſſeſs themſelves 
of Houſes, Lands, or Goods, that they 
had no Right unto. 

Secondly, All ſuch who by violent 
robbing, or private ſtealing, take that 
which 1s not their own. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, All fuch who detain the 
Wages of the Hireling, or grind on the 
Neceſſities of the Poor, by beating 
down the Value of their Labour till 
they cannot live thereby. | 

Fourthly, All ſuch who in Trade or 
Dealing uſe light Weights, ſhort Mea- 
ſure, or any other kind of Deceivable- 
nels. 

Fifthly, All ſuch who caſt their Bur- 
thens on other Mens Shoulders, and go 
free themſelves. 

Sixthly, All ſuch as either give or 
take Bribes to effect Things that are 
not right. 

Seventhly, All ſuch who take Wages 
to ſerve Lord or Maſter, and are not 
faithful to their Truſt. 

Eighthly, All ſuch as make Contracts, 
and perform not the ſame ; or engage 
themſelves by Promiſes, and have no 
Regard to their Word. 

Nintbly, All fuch who by evil Re- 
ports, W hiſperings, or Backbitings, fow 
the Seeds of Strife, create Prejudice, or 
quench Charity. 

None of thoſe abide in the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, none of theſe do as they 

would 
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would be done unto ; though they bear 
a Chriſtian Name, they are Strangers 
to a Chriſtian Life, they live not under 
Chriſt's Government, they are not 
ſwayed by a Scepter of Righteouſneſs, 
and ſo are not God-like. 

Godlineſs and Chriſtianity bear but one 
Image, and if we would know the 
Nature of Godlineſs, let us conſider the 
Nature of Ungodlineſs. All ſober Men 
will grant that the Proud, the Covet- 
ous, the Envious, the Fraudulent, the 
Extortioner, the Swearer, the Lier, 
Sc. are ungodly, and well they may, 
for where any ſuch Vice gets head, 
little of tte Image of God appears; 
and if ſuch Things make Men ungod- 
like, the contrary, which is Humi- 
lity, Meekneſs, Moderation, Sobriety, 
Truth, Equity, and Faithfulneſs, muſt 
needs make us Godly. | 

To become ungodly is an eaſy 
Thing, for if our Backs are turned on 
God, we have nothing in our Eye bur 
the World and Vanities thereof, pro- 
miſing us ſuch Content, that little elſe 
is minded, 


But 
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But the great Difficulty is to become 
Godly again 3 though Thouſands are 
employed therein, little Shew doth ap- 
pear ; for in the Eyes of degenerated 
Men, there is no Lovelineſs in that 
Path, and therefore the great Query is, 
By what Way may the Proud become 
humble, the Wild become ſober, the 
Covetous become content, the Fraudu- 
lent become juſt, the Intemperate be- 
come moderate, the Incontinent become 
chaſte, the Unfaithful become Faithful? 
I know many will ſay, by hearing 
good Miniſters, reading good Books, 

and conferring with good Men. But 
theſe Things have been tried, and that 
for ſeveral Years by many, yet no ſuch 
Change hath been wrought thereby. 

It Advice, Exhortation, or Counſel, 
would effect this great Work, we need 
not go any farther than the heaven] 
Sayings of Chriſt, in the aforeſaid fifth, 
ſixth, and ſeventh Chapters of Mat- 
tbew ; for if we could hear all the Mi- 
niſters in the World, read all the good 
Books in the World, and confer with 
all the good Men in the World, we 
could not have better Advice, Counſel, 

and 


P. 


enge 8 2 


1 127 ] 
and Exhortations, than is contained in 
thoſe three Chapters. 

By hearing good Miniſters, reading 
good Books, and conferring with good 
Men, we may be convicted, but not 
throughly converted : For as Virtue 
hath a Spring, ſo Vice hath a Root that 
Words will not reach. The Strength 
of Sin is the Growth of that Seed that 
the wicked One hath ſown in the inward 
Parts of the Sons and Daughters of 
Men; and foraſmuch as the Cauſe is 
within, it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
wholly removed by Things without ; 
but as the Cauſe is within, ſo the Cure 
muſt be within, by mortifying the Body 
of Sin, or bringing down the Strength 
thereof, which is thus effected, 

There is no unrigheous Thing done, 
but there is an inward Motion before 
there is any outward Action, and by 
that Light which enlighteneth every 
Man that cometh into the World, if 
our Eyes are inward, we may fee thoſe 
Motions; and the Way to mortify the 
Body of Sin is. to deny and turn from 
every ſuch Motion in the Riſing thereof, 


and ſo to cruſh the Cockatrice in the 
Shell; 
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Shell; for in their Riſing they are 
weak and powerleſs, and may be eaſily 
turned back. 

And if we do not ſuppreſs Vice in 
the Riſings thereof, it will continue our 
Lord; but by every ſuch Denial, we 
bring down that which would ariſe and 
reign in us, and over us ; whether it be 
Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Falſhood, 
or any other Vice whatever ; for the 
more Denials are given to Vice, the 
fewer Aſſaults it will make; the ſtrong- 
er the Oppoſition, the weaker the At- 
tempt: As yielding gives Vice Ground 
to grow from a Seed to a Body, Denial. 
bring it down from a Body to a Seed; 
ſo that though ſomething thereof may 
abide in us, it doth not reign over us, 
but is in Subjection to the Scepter of 
Rignteouſneſs, or Rule of a right Spirit, 

The Axe is never laid to the Root 
of the Tree, till a Reformation begins 
within ; the Life of Righteouſneſs ſtands 
in the Mortification of Sin, which is 
an inward Work, The Spirit of this 
World muſt be brought down, before 
the Spirit of the Lord can be exalted 
in us: But as a right Spirit comes to 

reign, 
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reign, we have as many Motives to 
Ads of Righteouſneſs ; as ever we had 
to Acts of Unrighteouſneſs; and as we 
give ourſelves in Obedience thereunto, _ 
Grace grows in us, and we grow in 
Grace : It is a Change in Government 
that changeth our Natures, and makes 
us to become new Creatures. 

By this we come to have the Bleſſing 
as well as the Birth- right; for the Bleſ- 
ſing is not to the exalted Mind, bur to 
the Poor in Spirit, to the Merciful, to 
the Pure in Heart, who hunger and 
thirſt, not after Riches and Honour, 
but after Righteouſneſs z and all that 
hunger and thirſt after it, will endeavour 
to ſatisfy their Souls with an Increaſe 
of it. | | 

Now a Talent is not improved by 
lying hid in a Napkin ; if we would 
have more Grace, we muſt exerciſe the 
Meaſure we have attained unto 3 we 
muſt live in the continual Practice of 
right Things; we muſt keep in Lowlt- 
neſs, Meekneſs, Temperance, Patience, 
and other Virtues; we muſt be juſt in 
our Dealings, as well in the ſmalleſt 
Concern, as ſuch as are more w_ j 
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for a ſmall Matter turns the Balance, 
and if that ſmall Matter be wanting, 
Things are not juſt, we do not even as 
we would be done by. 

And this juſt Dealing, as Righteoul- 
neſs comes to reign, will be no hard 
Thing, for as we accuſtom ourſelves 
thereunto, it will be uppermoſt ; it 
will be as a diligent Handmaid, ready 
to offer her Service: And every Act 
of Righteouſneſs performed from the 
Motives of a right Spirit, hath its im- 
mediate Reward ; which is not only an 
Anſwer of Peace, but Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, 

The Way of Life is the Way of 
Pleaſantneſs, all her Paths are Peace; 
nothing makes it to ſeem difficult, but 
the Averſeneſs of our Natures, when 
once corrupted, thereunto 3 but as our 
Natures come to be changed, we ſhall 
from a ſenſible Experience ſay with 
David, Thy Commandments are exceeding 
broad. 

[ cannot recommend myſelf, nor any 
other, after we are awakened unto 


Righteouſneſs, to any better Way for 


the Reforming of our Lives, than to 
rurn 
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turn in our Eye to the Gift of God in 
ourſelves 3 that by his Candle we may 
ſee the Riſing of Vice, and ſo to deny 
it; that the contrary, which is Grace 
and Truth, may riſe and reign in us; for 
that is our Help, that is our Strengtb, 
and that is our Defence. 

Words, whether retain'd in our Me- 
mories, or Written in our Books, are 
but weak Inſtruments for this Work, 
becauſe the old Man muſt be put off, 
which is an inward Work ; and how 
is a ſorry Gueſt put off, or a Man that 
urgeth for that we are not willing to 
grant, but by denying him, and !urning 
from him ? | 

Should we enter into Reaſoning with 
any Motions of Sin, 'tis much if we 
are not overcome thereby, for that 1t 1s 
the Nature of Sin, not to turn back at 
a ſmall Denial, eſpecially it it be a Sin 
that hath prevailed over us before; but 
in turning therefrom we give it the 
Repulſe, if it be not hearkened unto, 
It goes back. 

And as the old Man 1s put off, the 
new Man is put on; as Vice is denied, 
Virtue is embraced : And this new Man 

| makes 
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makes us new Creatures; that which 
is created after God, renews in us the 
Image of God, and bearing that Image 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, our Con- 
verſations will declare us to be Chriſ- 
tians indeed, PE 

But if this old Man with his Deeds 
of Darkneſs, be not put off, the new 


Man, that is created after God's Image 


iu Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, will 
not be put on; and though we have 
been awakened unto Righteouſneſs, we 
ſhall fall aſleep again, ſome in one 
Form and ſome in another, feeding on 
Words without any Senſe of Power or 
Life; and this ſecond Sleep appears to 
be a dead Sleep; for that tho? we may 


hear much ſpoken againſt Pride, Covet- 


ouſneſs, Envy, Sc. we are not as much 
as touched therewith, but live in the oper 
Shew thereof, 

Did the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
who are called Chriſtians, make it their 
Concern to be Chriſtians indeed, by 
mortifying in ourſelves the Spirit of this 
World, which is the Original of all 
Vice, we ſhould be not only a happy, 
but a lovely People; for by mortifying 

| the 
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hf the Body of Sin, Oppreſſion would 
efl ceaſe, all Wrongs and Injuries would 
ze determine and be at an End; Love 
n- would ſpring both to God and Man, 
Grace would grow, Humility, Meek- 

neſs, Moderation, and all other Virtues 
ds would ſhew themſelves z we ſhould be 
Wi] another manner of People in our, Con- 
oe | verſations 3; our Words and our Works 
il would be juſt, upright, and honeſt ; 
ve | we ſhould confide in one another with- 
we | out any Scruple or Doubt: What is 
ne | more lovely than to be at all Times, 
on | and on all Occaſions, juſt, upright, 
or | honeſt, and faithful, doing to all Men 
to Tin all Things whatſoever, -even as we 
ay | would that they ſhould do unto us? A 
et- | living under the Rule and Government 
ch of a right Spirit, qualifies us, and makes 
den | us capable of performing every Chriſtian 

Duty: We ſhall love the Lord our God 
en, | with all our Hearts, and our Neighbours 
eit as ourſelves ; which is the Sum of all 
by Y Godlineſs, and the true Character of 


his Cbriſtianity. WI 7c 

all | 3 „ 
py, - : 4 : 

ing F 1 N. 1 28. 
the | 


- 


n Sy S: 
* LI = 
24 1 
> * f * 4 
4 . 


BOOKS Printed, and Sold by Maxy 
_ Hinvs, at N 2, in George-yard, 
Lombard-ſtreet. 


EMOTIRS of the Life of David 
Hall; with an Account of the 
Lite of his Father John Hall. To which 
are added, divers of his Epiſtles to 
Friends, on various Occaſions, pr. 25. 

An Exhortation to the Inhabitants of 
the Province of South-Carolina, to bring 
their Deeds to the Light of Chriſt in 
their own Conſciences. By Sophia Hume. 
In which is inſerted, ſome Account of 
the Author's Experience in the impor- 
tant Buſineſs of Religion. pr. 15. 

An Epiſtle to the Inhabitants of 
South-Carolina, containing ſundry Ob- 
ſervations proper to be conſidered by 
every Profeſſor of Chriſtianity in gene- 
ral, by Sophia Hume. pr. 9d. 

The ſpiritual Worſhip and Service of 
God exalted, and acceptably performed 


only in the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt. By. 


George Myers. price 9d. 

The Chriſtian- Quaker, and his divine 
Teſtitnony, ſtated and vindicated, from 
Scripture, Reaſon and Authority, By 
William Penn. pr. 25. 

The Lite of Richard Davies. pr. 15. 3d. 


